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As the professional association for design,  AIGA advances design 

as a professional craft, strategic advantage, and vital cultural force. 

As the largest community of design advocates, we bring together 

practitioners, enthusiasts, and patrons to amplify the voice of design 

and create the vision for a collective future. We define professional 

standards and ethical practices, guide design education, inspire 

designers and the public, enhance professional development, and 

make powerful tools and resources accessible to all.

AIGA brings design to the world, 
and the world to designers.
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AIGA National 
Board of Directors

Ashleigh Axios 

Chief Experience Officer & Partner, Coforma

President; Executive Committee Chair

Served: October 1, 2020–September 30, 2021

Lorenzo Gonzalez 

Finance Manager - AMXL, Amazon

Treasurer; Finance Committee Chair

Served: October 1, 2020–September 17, 2021

	

Ann Marie Puente 

Attorney; Consultant; Adjunct Faculty, 

Parsons School of Design

Secretary

Served: October 1, 2020–June 30, 2021

	

Frances Yllana 

Experience Director, projekt202 

Presidents Council Chair through June 30, 2021; 

Secretary beginning July 28, 2021

Served: October 1, 2020–September 30, 2021

Victor Davila

Associate Profess or,  University of Central  Florida

Presidents Council Chair

Served: July 1, 2021–September 30, 2021

Lisa Babb 

Lecturer, School of Industrial Design, 

Georgia Institute of Technology

Community Committee Chair

Served: October 1, 2020–September 30, 2021

Manuhuia Barcham 

Managing Director, Archetekt

Membership Structure Committee Chair

Served: October 1, 2020–September 30, 2021

	

Sheharazad Fleming

Director of Digital Content and Marketing, 

The Office of Los Angeles Mayor Garcetti

Served: April 1, 2021–September 30, 2021

Oen Hammonds

Design Principal, IBM

Corporate Relations Committee Chair

Served: July 1, 2021–September 30, 2021

Maribeth Kradel-Weitzel 

Assistant Provost,  Associate Professor and Program 

Director of MS Health Communic ation Design, 

Thomas Jefferson University

Served: October 1, 2020–September 30, 2021

	

Xouchee Moua

Chief Financial Officer, Goods & Services

Served: April 1, 2021–September 30, 2021

Elise Prado 

Chief Financial Officer, CAP3

Served: April 1, 2021–September 30, 2021

Cesar Rivera 

Supervisor Visual Information Specialist, 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

Served: October 1, 2020–September 30, 2021

October 1, 2020–September 30, 2021
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Elise Roy 

Vice President,  Product Inclusive Design & 

Accessibil ity,  Salesforce

Served: October 1, 2020–September 30, 2021

Isaiah Steinfeld

Entrepreneur in Residence, VF Venture Foundry

Served: April 1, 2021–September 30, 2021

Christine Taylor

Creative Manager,  Licensing,  Hallmark Cards,  Inc.

Corporate Relations Committee Chair through 

June 30, 2021

Served: October 1, 2020–June30, 2021

H. Art Taylor 

President & Chief Executive Officer, 

BBB Wise Giving Alliance

Audit & Ethics Committee Chair

Served: October 1, 2020–September 30, 2021

Anna Thomsen 

Director, Central Financial Planning & Analysis, 

United Airlines

Served: April 1, 2021–September 30, 2021

Additional information about the role of the 
AIGA Board at aiga.org/board-of-directors. 

https://www.aiga.org/board-of-directors
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As the professional association for design, AIGA is here to empower designers 

to create the future by informing members about trends and changes in the 

industry, and equipping our community to deal with future challenges.

  

We are always listening to and learning from our members. The AIGA Design 

POV research initiative, which launched in 2021, provided not only AIGA, but 

the entire design profession with a new outlook on the industry and what we 

can look forward to as a community. 

What do we know and what are we doing with this information?

Inform, Equip + Empower

We are creating positive impact through conversations about industry trends. 

We know that design is an essential investment for any organization. It  can strengthen brand 

equity and improve financial performance. It inspires a culture of innovation, engagement, 

and inclusiveness. Design allows a business to adapt quickly as the world shifts and to react 

to new developments. Leading organizations that develop and implement key organizational 

strategies are more likely to understand and see design teams as strategic business partners. 

We are equipping our community. 

The biggest lesson of the past 12 months is that we need to be cognizant of the future and 

emerging trends. Over the last decade, the design industry has become increasingly digital, 

mobile, and interactive, which is not unexpected, but the pandemic accelerated these trends. 

The next generation of designers is emerging, and we must maximize this dynamic talent 

while simultaneously encouraging  designers at every level to engage their problem solving 

skills and think differently about what design is and can be.

There are numerous opportunities for design to lead and show value. 

As a profession, we need to work together to create and foster opportunities that bring 

visibil ity to our community. Understanding the needs of our profession can, and will ,  create a 

better future for all . 

This is how we are empowering designers and the design profession to create the future.
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From AIGA’s
Executive Director

Last year, we spoke about the concept of change and 

more importantly, purposeful change. That purpose 

and change we activated in 2020 is stil l  growing 

within our community, but it  has taken on a new form.

That change has morphed into inspiration and brought 

new light and innovation to our community, the AIGA 

community. We have come to better understand our 

community ’s needs and the needs of our profession. 

We now know what we are capable of when we work 

together in creating our future.

I  said last year that I  was committed, and I am stil l 

committed, to continue the rebuilding of AIGA as 

a contemporary professional association which 

leads the design community. I  believe we have taken 

important steps toward achieving our goal.  While 

we are stil l  in the rebuilding process, we are making 

visible progress each day. 

We are working, together, to build new programming 

to help members expand their knowledge and skills 

through new learning opportunities. Our programming 

has expanded to be more inclusive and dynamic. We 

are working to offer information to members at every 

stage of their career journey. We are constructing 

services that members have asked for and need, that 

will  not only grow our community but our profession.

AIGA is here to inform members, empower our 

community, and equip designers to positively impact 

the future. By embracing complexity, we are creating 

positive impact, and leading through design.

Yours creatively,

	

Bennie F. Johnson | AIGA Executive Director

By  e m b rac i n g 
c o m p l ex i n g ,  we  a re 
c re at i n g  p o s i t i ve 
i m pac t ,  a n d  l e ad i n g 
t h ro u g h  d e s i g n .
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AIGA Year in Review
Membership + Community

11,470Total Members in December 2020 

12,369Total Members in December 2021 
7.8% YOY
Increase

2 02 1  wa s  a n  exc i t i n g  ye a r  of  re s e a rc h , 
st rate g y,  c h a n g e,  a n d  g row t h  fo r  A I G A 
m e m b e r s h i p.  N ew  a n d  l oya l  m e m b e r s 
h e l p e d  u s  a c h i eve  p o s i t i ve  m e m b e r 
g row t h  fo r  t h e  f i r st  t i m e  i n  ye a r s ,  w i t h 
A I G A  m e m b e r s h i p  i n c re a s i n g  7. 8 %  i n 
2 02 1 . 

Each AIGA member is  an advoc ate and voice for 

the profession.  And,  despite the chal lenges of  the 

pandemic that many designers have faced,  our 

com munity chos e to continue investing in their 

professional  ass ociation,  the success of  their  peers, 

and their  own c areers. 

To ensure that  our grow th c an continue after 

maintaining annual  membership dues rates for 

over a dec ade,  dedic ated board members and staff 

form ed a com mittee to develop and propos e a brand 

new m embership model  for the ass ociation to take 

effect in Januar y 2022 . 

A I G A’s  m u s e u m - st y l e  m e m b e rs h i p  m o d e l  wa s 

o u td ate d .  I t  was  n ot  g row i n g  w i t h  o r  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e 

n e e d s  of  o u r  m e m b e rs  o r  o u r  c o m m u n i t y.  A I G A’s 

n ew  m e m b e r s h i p  m o d e l  i s  a  st ro n g e r,  m o re  m i s s i o n -

a l i g n e d ,  s u sta i n a b l e  m o d e l  fo r  t h e  a s s o c i at i o n  a n d 

o u r  m e m b e r s .  I t  w i l l :

• 	 S i m p l i f y  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  l eve l s   to  m o re  c l e a r l y 

a l i g n  w i t h  d e s i g n  c a re e r  l i fe c yc l e s  a n d  h ow  o u r 

m e m b e r s  s e e  t h e m s e l ve s  w i t h i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y.

• 	 Po s i t i o n  A I G A  to  b ette r  f u l f i l l  i ts  m i s s i o n .

• 	 C l a r i f y  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t e  t h e  v a l u e  o f 

m e m b e r s h i p . 

• 	 I n c r e a s e  e c o n o m i c  v a l u e - a d d  p o t e n t i a l  f o r 

c h a p t e r s .

• 	 Offer consistent and equitable benefits across al l 

AIGA member types,  with programs, educ ation, 

and events geared toward the needs of each 

membership level.

• 	 B ette r  e q u i p  A I G A  to  c re ate  m o re  va l u e  fo r 

o u r  m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e  d e s i g n  c o m m u n i t y 

by  m a k i n g  g re ate r  i nve st m e nts  i n  i n d u st r y 

re s e a rc h ;  i n n ovat i ve  p rofe s s i o n a l  d eve l o p m e nt 

p ro g ra m m i n g ,  l i ke  o u r  n ew  C e r t i f i c ate s  fo r 

C re at i ve s  p ro g ra m ;  a n d  m o re  ad va n c e d 

te c h n i c a l  s e r v i c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o u r  n ew 

m e m b e r s h i p  d ata b a s e  a n d  we b s i te  u p g rad e s .
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Ad d i t i o n a l l y,  t h ro u g h o u t  2 02 2 , 

we  w i l l  b e  t ra n s i t i o n i n g  a l l 

A I G A  m e m b e r  re n ewa l s  to  t h e 

c a l e n d a r  ye a r. 

As members renew in 2022, al l 

wil l  be assigned the new annual 

expiration date of December 31, 

2022, with annual dues prorated 

accordingly.  From there on,  al l 

members wil l  be invoiced annually 

each fal l  as the annual December 

31 expiration date approaches.

Th i s  m ove  to  a  c a l e n d a r  ye a r 

m e m b e rs h i p  c yc l e  w i l l  m a ke 

A I G A  m e m b e rs h i p  eve n  e as i e r 

to  m a n a g e —fo r  A I G A  m e m b e r s 

a n d  fo r  t h e  a s s o c i at i o n  i ts e l f. 

A I G A  m e m b e r s  w i l l  a l l  h ave 

t h e  s a m e  a n n u a l  re n ewa l  d ate 

of  D e c e m b e r  3 1 .  N at i o n a l 

c a m pa i g n s  a n d  c h a pte r  d r i ve s 

w i l l  h e l p  m e m b e r s  a c ro s s  t h e 

c o u nt r y  re m e m b e r  to  re n ew. 

E xte n d e d  g ra c e  p e r i o d s  a n d 

s p e c i a l  p ro m ot i o n s  w i l l  h e l p  w i t h 

t h e  t ra n s i t i o n  i n  o u r  i n a u g u ra l 

ye a r. 

To support and facil itate our 

transit ion to a new membership 

model in 2022, AIGA made the 

vital  decision to upgrade the 

technology systems and enhance 

member services by selecting 

and beginning the migration to 

a new association management 

system (AMS).  The transit ion 

from our previous service to our 

new vendor began in late 2021 

and wil l  continue throughout the 

f irst quarter of 2022.

O n c e  t h e  m i g rat i o n  to  o u r 

n ew  A M S  i s  c o m p l ete,  A I G A 

w i l l  b e  a b l e  to  offe r  a  r i c h e r 

o n l i n e  ex p e r i e n c e  fo r  c h a pte rs , 

m e m b e r s ,  a n d  c a s u a l  c o m m u n i t y 

u s e r s .  E n h a n c e d  s e r v i c e s  w i l l 

i n c l u d e  o n l i n e  c h a pte r  eve nt 

m a n a g e m e nt ,  b ette r  re p o r t i n g , 

i m p rove d  i nte g rat i o n s  w i t h  ot h e r 

s oft wa re  syste m s ,  we b s i te s ,  a n d 

s o c i a l  p l atfo r m s .  A n d ,  a l l  u s e rs 

s h o u l d  e n j oy  a  m o re  e l e g a nt , 

a n d  i nt u i t i ve  u s e r  i nte r fac e  w h e n 

a c c e s s i n g  my. a i g a .o rg . 
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A I G A  i s  a  n a t i o n a l  5 0 1 ( c ) 3  c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n 

a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  m o r e  t h a n  7 0  i n d e p e n d e n t l y 

i n c o r p o r a t e d  c h a p t e r s  a c r o s s  t h e  U . S .  O u r 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  o u r  c h a p t e r s  s u p p o r t  t h e  l o c a l 

n e e d s  a n d  i n t e r e s t s  o f  o u r  d i v e r s e  m e m b e r s h i p . 

W e  a r e  h o n o r e d  a n d  d e l i g h t e d  t o  w o r k  w i t h  a l l 

o f  t h e  d e d i c a t e d  v o l u n t e e r s  w h o  m a n a g e  o u r 

r e g i o n a l  c h a p t e r s ,  a n d  c e l e b r a t e  a n d  s h o w c a s e 

t h e i r  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r.

AIGA Year in Review
AIGA Chapters
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B e l o w  i s  a  s a m p l e  o f  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  w o r k  a c c o m p l i s h e d  b y  A I G A  c h a p t e r s  i n  2 0 2 1 : 

A I G A  A u s t i n  |  D e s i g n  R a n c h

D e s i g n  R a n c h  i s  t h e  f l a g s h i p  e v e n t  f o r  t h e  A u s t i n  c h a p t e r.  I t  w a s  p o s t p o n e d  t w i c e  b e c a u s e  o f  C o v i d 

( i t  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  A p r i l  2 0 2 0 )  a n d  w a s  f i n a l l y  h e l d  i n  p e r s o n  i n  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 1 .  I t  w a s  a  b i g 

e m o t i o n a l  v i c t o r y  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  c h a p t e r,  s i n c e  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  p l a n n i n g  t h e  e v e n t  s i n c e  t h e  f a l l  o f  2 0 1 8 . 

A I G A  Wa s h i n g t o n  D C  |  D C  D e s i g n  We e k  ( D C D W )  2 0 2 1

T h e  c h a p t e r  p r o d u c e d  a  c o m p l e t e  D C D W,  a n d  i t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  w i t h  a  f e d e r a t e d  c o m m u n i t y  m o d e l —

t h e  c h a p t e r  p r o d u c e d  k e y  e v e n t s  a n d  t h e n  i n v i t e d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t o  p r o p o s e  a d d i t i o n a l 

e v e n t s .  T h e y  w e r e  v e t t e d  w i t h  a  f o r m a l  p r o c e s s ,  a n d  t h e  c h a p t e r  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  s e l e c t e d  e v e n t s  b y 

e n s u r i n g  t h a t  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  w e r e  p o l i s h e d  a n d  a c c e s s i b l e .  A  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r  p r o v i d e d  t r a i n i n g 

t o  c o n f i r m  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  d e c k s )  w e r e  a c c e s s i b l e . 

A I G A  D C  e v e n t s  o v e r v i e w

F i r s t  a n n u a l  r e p o r t

A I G A  D C  p u t  t o g e t h e r  t h e i r  f i r s t  a n n u a l  r e p o r t ,  c o v e r i n g  t h e  2 0 - 2 1  y e a r,  w i t h  s t a t i s t i c s  a n d 

c o m m e n t a r y  a c r o s s  a l l  a r e a s .  Yo u  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  r e a d  t h e  A n n u a l  R e p o r t :  A I G A  D C  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 1  E n d 

o f  Ye a r  R e p o r t i n g . 

 

R e c r u i t m e n t  p r o c e s s  w i t h  b e h a v i o r a l  i n t e r v i e w s

Tr y i n g  t o  f u r t h e r  m a k e  t h e  r e c r u i t m e n t  p r o c e s s  f a i r  a n d  u n b i a s e d ,  t h e  c h a p t e r  i n t r o d u c e d  b e h a v i o r a l 

i n t e r v i e w  t e c h n i q u e s  t o  t h e  p r o c e s s .  A  b o a r d  m e m b e r  t r a i n e d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  o n  h o w  t o  c o n d u c t 

t h e s e  i n t e r v i e w s ,  a n d  a s s i s t e d  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  c a n d i d a t e s . 

design 
point of view 
researchDC

$ 5 , 5 0 0  r a i s e d  f o r  t h e 

c h a p t e r ’s  D e s i g n  C o n t i n u u m 

S c h o l a r s h i p  F u n d

2 2  e v e n t s 
( 1 7  c o m m u n i t y, 
5  f r o m  t h e 
c o m m i t t e e )

1 , 2 0 0 
t i c k e t s  s o l d

https://dc.aiga.org/wrapping-2020-2021/
https://dc.aiga.org/wrapping-2020-2021/
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A I G A  D a l l a s  F o r t  Wo r t h  ( D F W )  |  S t u d e n t  G r o u p s  2 0 2 1  H i g h l i g h t s

I n  2 0 2 1 ,  A I G A  D F W  h a d  w o n d e r f u l  s u c c e s s  w i t h  t h e i r  S t u d e n t  G r o u p  c h a p t e r s .  T h e y  k i c k e d  o f f  t h e 

y e a r  w i t h  a  S t u d e n t  G r o u p  L e a d e r s h i p  L u n c h e o n  f o r  c u r r e n t  a n d  i n c o m i n g  S t u d e n t  G r o u p  b o a r d 

m e m b e r s .  B o a r d  m e m b e r s  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  j o i n e d  f r o m  s c h o o l s  a c r o s s  t h e  D F W  m e t r o p l e x .  D u r i n g 

t h e  L e a d e r s h i p  L u n c h e o n ,  a t t e n d e e s  b r a i n s t o r m e d  u p s i d e s ,  d o w n s i d e s ,  a n d  d r e a m s  f o r  t h e i r 

s t u d e n t  c h a p t e r s .  T h e  g r o u p  c o l l e c t i v e l y  c h o s e  w h i c h  t o p i c s  t o  d i s c u s s ,  s e p a r a t e d  i n t o  b r e a k o u t 

r o o m s  t o  w o r k s h o p  t h e  i s s u e s  a t  h a n d ,  a n d  t h e n  s h a r e d  t h e i r  r e s u l t s  w i t h  t h e  l a r g e r  g r o u p .  T h e y 

a l s o  h a d  a  b r e a k o u t  s e s s i o n  f o r  s p e c i f i c  b o a r d  r o l e s  t o  o p e n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  f o r  q u e s t i o n s ,  p r o b l e m 

s o l v i n g ,  a n d  s h a r e d  l e a r n i n g . 

O v e r  s u m m e r  b r e a k ,  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  b o t h  c u r a t e d  a n d  c r e a t e d 

i t e m s ,  a s s e m b l i n g  a n d  d e l i v e r i n g  s w a g  b a g s  t o  A I G A  D F W  S t u d e n t  G r o u p 

b o a r d  m e m b e r s .  S w a g  i n c l u d e d  a  n o t e b o o k ,  p o s t e r,  s t i c k e r s ,  p i n s ,  a n d 

a  c a l e n d a r  f o r  t h e  s e a s o n ’s  u p c o m i n g  e v e n t s ,  t o  a c t i v a t e  a n d  e n e r g i z e 

s t u d e n t  b o a r d  m e m b e r s   f o r  t h e  f a l l  s e m e s t e r.  A d d i t i o n a l l y,  t h e  E d u c a t i o n 

C o m m i t t e e  c r e a t e d  a  m o n t h l y  e m a i l  n e w s l e t t e r  u p d a t i n g  s t u d e n t s  a n d 

e d u c a t o r s  w i t h  c h a p t e r  e v e n t  d e t a i l s  a n d  h a p p e n i n g s ,  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n 

o f  f u r t h e r  e n c o u r a g i n g  c o n n e c t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  A I G A  c o m m u n i t y.

D u e  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  s p r i n g  S t u d e n t  G r o u p  L e a d e r s h i p  L u n c h e o n , 

a n d  t h e  s t u d e n t s ’  d e s i r e  t o  g r o w  c r o s s - c o l l e g e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  A I G A  D F W 

l a u n c h e d  t h e  f a l l  s e m e s t e r  w i t h  a n o t h e r  l u n c h e o n .  T h i s  t i m e  t h e y  i n v i t e d 

c u r r e n t  a n d  p r o s p e c t i v e  S t u d e n t  G r o u p  a d v i s o r s .  I t  w a s  b e n e f i c i a l  f o r 

t h e  p r o s p e c t i v e  a d v i s o r s  t o  s e e  h o w  S t u d e n t  G r o u p s  w o r k  f i r s t - h a n d , 

a n d  i t  w a s  h e l p f u l  f o r  c u r r e n t  a d v i s o r s  t o  d i g  i n t o  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  g r o w i n g 

a n d  t r o u b l e - s h o o t i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  t e a m s .

I n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  f u r t h e r  i n t e g r a t e  A I G A  D F W ’s  S t u d e n t  G r o u p s  i n t o  t h e 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  c h a p t e r,  D F W   i n v i t e d  e a c h  S t u d e n t  G r o u p  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e 

i n  “ T h e  D e c k  2 0 2 1 , ”  f o r  t h e  5 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  D F W ’s  m e m b e r s - o n l y 

c o m m u n i t y  p r o j e c t .

A I G A  D F W  i s  e x c i t e d  t o  a d d  m o r e  v a l u e  t o  t h e i r  S t u d e n t  G r o u p  m e m b e r s h i p 

i n  2 0 2 2  b y  h o s t i n g  a  S t u d e n t  G r o u p  C o l l a b o r a t i v e  R e t r e a t .  T h e y  l o o k 

f o r w a r d  t o  e x t e n d i n g  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  a l l  S t u d e n t  G r o u p  m e m b e r s  t o  g e t 

h a n d s - o n  t i p s ,  h e a r  i n s p i r i n g  t a l k s ,  a n d  t o  h a v e  a  c h a n c e  t o  w i n  b r a g g i n g 

r i g h t s  i n  a  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  d e s i g n  t h i n k i n g  g a m e  c h a l l e n g e .

•	 Swag Bags
•	 Monthly email 

newsletter

•	 Student Group 

Leadership 

Luncheon

•	 The Deck 2021

•	 Student Group 

Collaborative 

Retreat
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AIGA Year in Review

A  m u l t i - c h a p t e r  c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  c r e a t i n g  a  s p a c e 
t o  e m p o w e r  a n d  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  l i v e s ,  w o r k , 
s t o r i e s ,  a n d  n e e d s  o f  c r e a t i v e s  w i t h  a  L a t i n x 
a n d  H i s p a n i c  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e .  T h a t  i s  A I G A 
U n i d o s  i n  o n e  s e n t e n c e .

T h r o u g h o u t  H i s p a n i c  H e r i t a g e  M o n t h , 
S e p t e m b e r  1 5  t h r o u g h  O c t o b e r  1 5 ,  L a t i n x  a n d 
H i s p a n i c  C r e a t i v e s  g a t h e r e d  v i r t u a l l y  t o  s h a r e 
t h e i r  c u l t u r e ,  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  a n d  b e s t  p r a c t i c e s 
t o  m o v e  d e s i g n  f o r w a r d .  S t a r t i n g  o n  S e p t e m b e r 
1 5 t h ,  A I G A  U n i d o s  m e m b e r s  c o n v e n e d  t o  s h a r e 
t h e i r  s t o r i e s ,  t h e i r  w o r k ,  a n d  c e l e b r a t e  t h e i r 
c u l t u r e .  T h e s e  t a l k s  w e r e  f r e e  a n d  o p e n  t o 
e v e r y o n e  v i a  I n s t a g r a m  l i v e s  a n d  Zo o m  w e b i n a r s .

T h e  s p e a ke r s  c a m e  f ro m  d i v e r s e  c re a t i ve 
d i s c i p l i n e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t y p e  d e s i g n e r s ,  i l l u st ra t o r s , 
m a r ket e r s ,  e d u c at o r s ,  a n d  i d e at o r s .  V i r t u a l 
t a l ks  i n c l u d e d  G l o b a l  H e a l t h ;  t h e  I n t e r s e c t i o n  of 
Te a c h i n g  a n d  D e s i g n ;  a n d  L at i n o  D e s i g n  H i st o r i e s : 
D e s i g n  a n d  Po l i t i c a l  R e s i st a n c e  i n  C h i l e . 

H i s p a n i c  H e r i t a g e  Ta l k s  2 0 2 1  w a s  a  m u l t i -
c h a p t e r  e f f o r t  h i g h l i g h t i n g  L a t i n x  a n d  H i s p a n i c 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w h o  a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  c r e a t i v e 
c o m m u n i t i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d 
a b r o a d .

A I G A  U n i d o s  o r g a n i z e r  a n d  A I G A  A t l a n t a 
c h a p t e r  c o - P r e s i d e n t ,  D i o  J e n s e n  s a i d :  “ W e  a r e 
e x c i t e d  t o  s h a r e  t h e s e  H i s p a n i c  H e r i t a g e  Ta l k s 
a n d  t o  o f f e r  a  p l a t f o r m  f o r  H i s p a n i c  a n d  L a t i n x 
c r e a t i v e s  t o  s h a r e  t h e i r  s t o r i e s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s 
w i t h  t h e  w o r l d .  O u r  g r o u p  w a s  c r e a t e d  b e c a u s e 
w e  b e l i e v e  i n  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  W h e n  y o u n g 
c r e a t i v e s  s e e  o u r  a m a z i n g  H i s p a n i c  a n d  L a t i n x 
s p e a k e r s ,  w e  h o p e  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  b e  i n s p i r e d 
a n d  a f f i r m e d  i n  t h e i r  c a r e e r s  a n d  a s p i r a t i o n s . ”

“ I t ’s  c r i t i c a l  t o  a c t i v e l y  a c k n o w l e d g e  a n d  i n v e s t 
i n  d i v e r s e  d e s i g n e r s  w h o  a r e  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e 
d e s i g n  c o m m u n i t y,  a n d  w h o  a r e  m o v i n g  t h e 
p r o f e s s i o n  f o r w a r d , ”  s a i d  A I G A’s  E x e c u t i v e 
D i r e c t o r,  B e n n i e  F.  J o h n s o n .  “ W e ’ r e  e x c i t e d 
t o  h a v e  A I G A’s  c h a p t e r s  w o r k i n g  t o g e t h e r  t o 
c e l e b r a t e  a n d  h i g h l i g h t  d e s i g n e r s  f r o m  w i t h i n 
o u r  c o m m u n i t y  f o r  H i s p a n i c  H e r i t a g e  M o n t h . ” 

To  l e a r n  m o r e ,  p l e a s e  v i s i t 
A I G A U n i d o s . c o m .

http://AIGAUnidos.com
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AIGA Year in Review
AIGA Design Educators Community (DEC)

T h e  u p d a t e  b e l o w  w a s  s h a r e d  b y  A I G A  D E C  C o -
C h a i r s ,  M e e n a  K h a l i l i  a n d  A l b e r t o  R i g a u .

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  m o m e n t s  i n  t h e 
p r o c e s s  o f  d e s i g n i n g  ( y e t  s o  o f t e n  o v e r l o o k e d ) 
i s  t h e  a c t  o f  r e f l e c t i o n .  A s  c o - c h a i r s  o f  t h e 
A I G A  D e s i g n  E d u c a t o r s  C o m m u n i t y,  w e  h a v e 
t a k e n  t h i s  m o m e n t  t o  r e f l e c t  o n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r 
a s  w e  l o o k  o n w a r d  a t  t h e  y e a r  a h e a d .  F o r  u s , 
2 0 2 1  w a s  a  y e a r  o f  a s k i n g  “ h o w  a r e  y o u  d o i n g ? ” 
a n d  l i s t e n i n g  f o r  t h e  a n s w e r.  I t  w a s  a  y e a r  o f 
q u e s t i o n i n g  p a t t e r n s ,  r e c o n s i d e r i n g  o l d  w a y s , 
d e v e l o p i n g  n e w  m e t h o d s ,  a n d  a r d e n t l y  w o r k i n g 
t o  l i f t  u p  n e w  i d e a s  a n d  b o l s t e r  f o u n d a t i o n a l 
c h a n g e  f o r  t h e  D E C .

W h i l e  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  m o r e 
p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  t e a c h i n g  a s 
2 0 2 1  b e g a n ,  b u r n o u t  p e r s i s t e d .  E v e n  s t i l l , 
w e  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t h r i v e  a n d 
d i s c o v e r  w a y s  t o  p e r s e v e r e  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n . 
I n  2 0 2 1  t h e  D E C  w e l c o m e d  f i v e  n e w  m e m b e r s 
t o  t h e  S t e e r i n g  C o m m i t t e e ,  e a c h  o f  w h o m 
b r i n g  e x c i t i n g  e n e r g y  a n d  u n i q u e  s t r e n g t h 
t o  o u r  b o a r d .  A d d i t i o n a l l y,  i n  M a r c h  o f  2 0 2 1 
t h e  D e s i g n  E d u c a t o r s  C o m m u n i t y  o f f i c i a l l y 
c h a n g e d  i t s  b y l a w s  e x p a n d i n g  f r o m  t r a d i t i o n a l 

d e s i g n  e d u c a t o r s  i n  4 - y e a r  u n i v e r s i t i e s  t o 
d e s i g n  e d u c a t o r s  a c r o s s  t h e  s p e c t r u m  o f  K-1 2 
a n d  n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  W e  a r e  e x c i t e d 
b y  t h e  m u l t i f a c e t e d  a n d  d i v e r s e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s 
a n d  p r o g r a m m i n g  t h a t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o m e 
f r o m  t h i s  c o m m u n i t y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e s e  m o r e 
i n c l u s i v e  b y l a w s .

O u r  V i r t u a l  E v e n t s  Te a m  c o n t i n u e d  t o  e xc e e d 
e x p e c t a t i o n s  w i t h  p r o g r a m m i n g  f o r  r e s e a r c h 
a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t .  E v e n t s  b r o a c h e d   m a n a g i n g 
m u l t i p l e  r o l e s  i n  d e s i g n  e d u c a t i o n  a n d 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ;  a n d  a n  e v e n t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r 
n e w  d e s i g n  e d u c a t o r s  h o s t e d  b y  a  m e m b e r  o f 
o u r  c o m m u n i t y — a n  i d e a  b o r n  o u t  o f  o u r  A u g u s t 
e v e n t ,  S H I F T { e d } .  W i t h  L i e s e  Z a h a b i  a n d  A l b e r t o 
R i g a u  a t  t h e  h e l m ,  o u r  S H I F T  V i r t u a l  S u m m i t 
c o n v e n e d   i t s  s e c o n d  y e a r  w i t h  t h e  S H I F T { e d } 
S u m m e r  S u m m i t .  We  s t r o v e  t o  b r i n g  t o g e t h e r 
a s  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  v o i c e s  a n d  p e r s p e c t i v e s  a s 
p o s s i b l e .  F r o m  t h e  r o b u s t  a n d  r i c h  c o n v e r s a t i o n s 
o n  S l a c k ,  t o  t h e  p a n e l s  a n d  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a n d 
t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s ,  i t ’s  c l e a r  t h a t  S H I F T  w a s  a  n e e d 
f u l f i l l e d  f o r  a n d  b y  o u r  c o m m u n i t y.  T h a n k s  t o  a l l 
o u r  v o l u n t e e r s ,  o u r  s p e a ke r s ,  o u r  m o d e r a t o r s , 
a n d  e v e r y o n e  w h o  a t t e n d e d — w e  c o u l d  n o t 
h a v e  d o n e  i t  w i t h o u t  y o u .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  e v e n t s 
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a n d  m o r e  c a n  b e  f o u n d  o n  o u r  Yo u Tu b e ,  w h i c h 
i s  c o n s t a n t l y  u p d a t e d  w i t h  c o n t e n t  t h a t  w e  h o p e 
o u r  c o m m u n i t y  f i n d s  e n g a g i n g . 

W e  h a d  m a n y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  c o l l a b o r a t i o n s 
t h i s  y e a r.  T h e  S H I F T { e d }  p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n 
f e a t u r i n g  C l i m a t e  D e s i g n e r s  K a t i e  P a t r i c k  a n d 
L i s a  Z i m m e r m a n n  w i t h  E r i c  B e n s o n  a i r e d  a s 
a  s p e c i a l  e p i s o d e  o f  t h e  C l i m a t e  D e s i g n e r s 
C l i m i f y  p o d c a s t .  T h e  d i s c u s s i o n  t a c k l e s  t o u g h 
q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  h o w  a n d  w h y  a l l  d e s i g n e r s 
m u s t  a d d r e s s  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  i n  t h e i r  w o r k 
t e a c h i n g  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  a n d  c r e a t i n g  i n  t h e 
w o r k p l a c e .  W e  c o n t i n u e d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n s  w i t h 
t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  t e a m  a t  D e s i g n  I n c u b a t i o n  o n 
d e s i g n  w r i t i n g  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  t h r o u g h  v i r t u a l 
e v e n t s  o n  b e c o m i n g  a  d e s i g n  w r i t e r  a n d  t h e 
c o l l e c t i v e  m a p p i n g  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  d e s i g n 
r e s e a r c h  a n d  s c h o l a r s h i p . 

A I G A  D E C  w o r k e d  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  A I G A 
N a t i o n a l  o n  s e v e r a l  s u c c e s s f u l  e v e n t s .  W e 
k i c k e d  t h e  y e a r  o f f  w i t h  t h e  M e m b e r  S e r i e s 
P a n e l  D i s c u s s i o n  o n  M e n t o r s h i p  f e a t u r i n g 
N e e d a  Ve r m a ,  K a l e e n a  S a l e s ,  a n d  M e e n a 
K h a l i l i ,  h o s t e d  b y  M e a g h a n  D e e .  W e  t e a m e d 
u p  f o r  t h e  A I G A  D e s i g n  +  B u s i n e s s  C o n f e r e n c e 
t o  d i s c u s s  a l l  t h e  w a y s  d e s i g n  e d u c a t i o n 
i m p a c t s  b u s i n e s s .  D E C  S t e e r i n g  C o m m i t t e e 
m e m b e r s  G a b y  H e r n a n d e z  a n d  L i e s e  Z a h a b i 
w e r e  e a c h  f e a t u r e d  o n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  s e r i e s  O n e 
D e s i g n e r,  O n e  W o r k .  A n d  a s  w i t h  p r e v i o u s 
y e a r s ,  t h e  D E C  c a r r i e d  o n  i t s  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e 
A I G A  P o r t f o l i o  F e s t i v a l . 

T h e  D E C  a n d  o u r  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s  Te a m 
c o n t i n u e  e f f o r t s  t o w a r d  u p l i f t i n g  a n d  e x p a n d i n g 
v o i c e s  i n  t h e  d e s i g n  e d u c a t i o n  c o m m u n i t y  a s 
w e  h i g h l i g h t  t h o s e  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  t h r o u g h 
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t h e  D e s i g n  E d u c a t o r  P r o f i l e  S e r i e s .  W e  r e m a i n 
c o m m i t t e d  i n  o u r  e f f o r t s  t o w a r d  a c c e s s i b i l i t y, 
j u s t i c e ,  e q u i t y,  i n c l u s i o n ,  a n d  a n t i - r a c i s m  i n 
d e s i g n  e d u c a t i o n .  W e  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o  r e a d 
t h e  a r t i c l e  b y  R e b e c c a  Te g t m e y e r  a n d  G a b y 
H e r n a n d e z  t i t l e d ,  " E q u i t y,  I n c l u s i o n ,  A c c e s s , 
A n t i - R a c i s m ,  a n d  D e s i g n  E d u c a t i o n :  L e s s o n s 
L e a r n e d  D u r i n g  t h e  C o v i d -1 9  P a n d e m i c "  o n 
o u r  w e b s i t e ,  w h i c h  t a k e s  a  d e e p  d i v e  i n t o 
a  d i s c u s s i o n  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  a n d 
i n c l u s i o n  c h a l l e n g e s  t h a t  o n l i n e  d e s i g n 
e d u c a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  u s  i n  2 0 2 0  a n d  2 0 2 1 .  T h e 
r e s o u r c e s  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  o n  o u r  s i t e  c o n t i n u e d 
t o  e x p a n d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  d e l u g e  o f 
a n t i - a s i a n  v i o l e n c e  i n  2 0 2 1 . 

W e  c o n t i n u e  t o  s e e  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  B e y o n d 
t h e  B a u h a u s ,  a n  o n l i n e  s e r i e s  b y  K a l e e n a 
S a l e s ,  w h o  a l s o  w i t h  K e l l y  W a l t e r s  d e v e l o p e d 
P e r s p e c t i v e s  +  R e f l e c t i o n s .  T h e  a r t i c l e s  f r o m 

B e y o n d  t h e  B a u h a u s  h e l p  t o  b r o a d e n  t h e  s c o p e 
o f  w h a t  w e  t e a c h  a n d  d i s c u s s  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m 
a n d  P e r s p e c t i v e s  a n d  R e f l e c t i o n s  s e r v e s  a s 
a  p l a c e  f o r  t h o u g h t s  o n  I d e n t i t y,  R a c e ,  a n d 
D e s i g n  E d u c a t i o n .  A d d i t i o n a l l y,  i n  2 0 2 1  w e 
w e l c o m e d  a  n e w  s e r i e s ,  C o m p u t a t i o n a l  D e s i g n 
P r a c t i c e s  ( C D P )  d e v e l o p e d  b y  K u y h a  S h i m . 
C D P  i s  t o  b e  a  l i v i n g  d o c u m e n t  t h a t  e x p l o r e s 
t h e  a r e a s ,  c o n c e p t s ,  s k i l l s ,  a n d  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o f 
c o m p u t a t i o n a l  d e s i g n ,  t h r o u g h  c o n v e r s a t i o n s 
w i t h  d e s i g n  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  a n d  e d u c a t o r s .  I t 
a i m s  t o  d e f i n e  a n d  d e m y s t i f y  c o d e - d r i v e n 
a n d  d a t a - d r i v e n  a p p r o a c h e s  i n  d e s i g n ,  a n d 
d i s c u s s  n e w  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  c h a l l e n g e s  t o 
u s i n g  c o m p u t a t i o n  a s  a  c r e a t i v e  m e d i u m  i n  t h e 
c o n t e x t  o f  d e s i g n  p r a c t i c e  a n d  e d u c a t i o n . 

T h e  D E C  S t e e r i n g  C o m m i t t e e  s t r i v e s  t o 
c o n t i n u e  l i v i n g  u p  t o  i t s  m i s s i o n ,  w h i l e 
e x p a n d i n g  t o  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t y. 

https://educators.aiga.org/


|    1 8    |   2 0 2 1  Ye a r  i n  R e v i e w 

W e  a r e  s t e a d f a s t  i n  p r o v i d i n g  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t e a c h i n g ,  r e s e a r c h ,  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e  D E C  P u b l i c a t i o n s  Te a m  i m p l e m e n t e d  t h e  n e w  D E C  D e s i g n  W r i t i n g  F e l l o w s h i p , 
w h i c h  w i l l  f o c u s  o n  a n  o f t e n  o v e r l o o k e d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a r t i f a c t ,  t h e  V i s u a l  E s s a y.  P r o c e e d i n g s  f o r 
S H I F T  a r e  b e i n g  p u b l i s h e d  i n  o u r  D i a l o g u e  s e r i e s .  T h e  c u r r e n t  i s s u e  o f  " D i a l e c t i c " ,  o u r  s c h o l a r l y 
j o u r n a l  o f  t h o u g h t  l e a d e r s h i p ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  o f  v i s u a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
d e s i g n ,  i s  f i n a l i z i n g  p u b l i c a t i o n  w i t h  a  n e w  c a l l  f o r  t h e  6 t h  i s s u e  r e l e a s e d  t h i s  p a s t  O c t o b e r.  T h e r e 
a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  t w o  m o r e  c a l l s  f o r  " D i a l e c t i c "  i n  t h e  n e x t  y e a r.  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a l l  o f  t h i s ,  t h e 
D e s i g n  Te a c h i n g  R e s o u r c e  r e m a i n s  a  s t r o n g ,  a c c e s s i b l e  r e s o u r c e  f o r  d e s i g n  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  i s  m o r e 
r o b u s t  t h a n  e v e r. 

F i n a l l y,  w e  w a n t  t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  a l l  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  w h o  h a v e  h a d  s u c c e s s e s  t h i s  y e a r,  a n d  w e 
w a n t  t o  r e c o g n i z e  a n d  t h a n k  a l l  w h o  h a v e  s t e p p e d  f o r w a r d  t o  g i v e  b a c k  t o  d e s i g n  e d u c a t i o n .  A s 
w e  a r e  a  v o l u n t e e r - r u n  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  w e  a s s u r e  y o u ,  y o u r  t i m e  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a r e  s e e n  a n d  f e l t 
b y  t h e  A I G A  D e s i g n  E d u c a t o r s  C o m m u n i t y.  F r o m  p r e s e n t i n g ,  o r g a n i z i n g ,  m o d e r a t i n g ,  t o  w r i t i n g 
a n d  e d i t i n g ,  c o n t r i b u t i n g  p r o j e c t s ,  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  h e l p i n g ,  p r o m o t i n g ,  a n d  e n g a g i n g  w i t h  y o u r  o w n 
c l a s s r o o m s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  a l l  y o u  d o . 

T h e r e  i s  m u c h  t o  c o m e  i n  2 0 2 2  t h a t  w e  c a n n o t  w a i t  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  y o u .
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AIGA Diversity, Equity 
& Inclusion Task Force

A I G A’s  D i v e r s i t y,  E q u i t y  &  I n c l u s i o n  Ta s k  F o r c e  h a s  c o m p l e t e d  a 
n e w  s t a g e  i n  i t s  d i v e r s i t y  a n d  i n c l u s i o n  j o u r n e y  a n d  i s  n o w  t u r n i n g  a 
p a g e  t o  b e g i n  a  n e w  c h a p t e r.  T h e  Ta s k  F o r c e ’s  f o u n d a t i o n  h a s  b e e n 
b u i l t  u p o n  s i n c e  t h e  ' 9 0 s  a n d  m e m b e r s  a r e  n o w  f r a m i n g  t h e  h o u s e . 
F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  A I G A  D E I  A l u m n i  a r e  b e i n g  a c k n o w l e d g e d  a n d  u t i l i z e d 
i n  n e w  w a y s .  Ta s k  F o r c e  m e m b e r  G e o r g e  G a r r a s t e g u i  h a s  c h a i r e d 
t h e  A I G A  D e s i g n  +  B u s i n e s s  C o n f e r e n c e  f o r  t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s 
a n d  h a s  n o w  p a s s e d  t h e  t o r c h  t o  N a k i t a  P o p e ,  a  Ta s k  F o r c e  A l u m . 
D i a n  H o l t e n  h a s  a l w a y s ,  a n d  c o n t i n u e s ,  t o  v o l u n t e e r  h e r  s e r v i c e s 
t o  t h e  A I G A  W o r l d s t u d i o  S c h o l a r s h i p s  p r o g r a m  w h i c h  I  w a s  a l s o 
p r i v i l e g e d  t o  s e r v e  o n  a s  a  j u r o r  i n  2 0 2 0  a n d  2 0 2 1 .  G u s  G r a n g e r 
a n d  J a c i n d a  W a l k e r  a r e  e x p e r i e n c i n g  n e w  s u c c e s s  a n d  g r o w t h  i n 
t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  b u s i n e s s e s ,  y e t  a r e  s t i l l  g e n e r o u s l y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e 
Ta s k  F o r c e  i n  h e l p i n g  A I G A  t o  g r o w  a n d  b e c o m e  m o r e  a c c e s s i b l e 
a n d  i n c l u s i v e . 

C u r r e n t l y  a s  A I G A  D E I  Ta s k  F o r c e  C h a i r,  I ’ v e  b e e n  n a v i g a t i n g  a  n e w 
l a n d s c a p e ;  c a l l i n g  o n  n e w  v o i c e s  w h o  a r e  e x c i t e d  t o  b e  a  p a r t  o f 
t h e  Ta s k  F o r c e  a n d  s e e  i t  t h r i v e ,  w h i l e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  A I G A 
U n i d o s  a n d  A I G A  D E C .  A d d i t i o n a l l y,  n e w  o b j e c t i v e s ,  s t r u c t u r e s , 
a n d  c o n t e n t  c r e a t i o n  i s  h a p p e n i n g  b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e s .  O n e  o f 
o u r  c u r r e n t  w o r k g r o u p s  i s  l e a d i n g  a  p r o j e c t  c a l l e d  T h e  I s l a n d 
P r o j e c t .  I t s  p u r p o s e  i s  t o  h e l p  e l e v a t e  d e s i g n  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  j o b 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  a n d  e m e r g i n g  d e s i g n e r s  i n  P u e r t o 
R i c o .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  h a s  b e e n  o n g o i n g  f o r  t w o  y e a r s  a n d  w e  c u r r e n t l y 
h a v e  t w o  m a i n l a n d  w o r k g r o u p  m e m b e r s  a n d  t w o  o n  t h e  i s l a n d .  T h i s 
p r o j e c t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  a n d  h o p e f u l l y  w i l l  b e  r e l e a s e d  n e x t  y e a r. 

T h e  A I G A  D E I  Ta s k  F o r c e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  w o r k  c o l l a b o r a t i v e l y  w i t h i n 
o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  t o  s u p p o r t  p a r t n e r s  i n  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a s 
w e l l — b u i l d i n g  n e w  p l a t f o r m s  f o r  o u r  m e m b e r s  a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  t o 
c r e a t e  c o n t e n t  t o  s h a r e  d e s i g n  j o u r n e y s  a n d  u n h e a r d  o r  s i l e n c e d 
n a r r a t i v e s  t h a t  a r e  i n  n e e d  o f  a m p l i f i c a t i o n .
 
C a r l o s  E s t r a d a
A I G A  D E I  Ta s k  F o r c e  C h a i r

The Island Project  

I ts  p u r p o s e  i s  to 
h e l p  e l evate  d e s i g n 
e d u c at i o n  a n d 
j o b  o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
w i t h  st u d e nts  a n d 
e m e rg i n g  d e s i g n e rs 
i n  P u e r to  R i c o.
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AIGA Year in Review > Content
New AIGA.org

Yo u  m a y  h a v e  n o t i c e d 
a  n e w  l o o k  t o  A I G A’s 
w e b s i t e  i n  2 0 2 1 .  T h r o u g h 
e n h a n c e d  U X  f e a t u r e s , 
u p d a t e d  i m a g e r y, 
a n d  a  n e w  t e c h n i c a l 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ,  A I G A 
c r e a t e d  a  n e w  d i g i t a l 
h u b  w h i c h  r e i n f o r c e s 
o u r  m i s s i o n  t o  d r i v e 
i m p a c t ,  c o m m u n i t y,  a n d 
m e m b e r s h i p  v a l u e . 

T h e  n e w  A I G A . o r g 
s h o w c a s e s  o u r  d y n a m i c , 
d i v e r s e ,  a n d  p a s s i o n a t e 
c o m m u n i t y  a l o n g  w i t h 
t h e  e n h a n c e d  p r o g r a m s 
a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  A I G A 
p r o v i d e s .  T h r o u g h  a 
c o m p l e t e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  s h i f t  a n d 
r e - d e s i g n ,  w e  h a v e 
c r e a t e d  a  s p a c e  f o r  t h e 
d e s i g n  c o m m u n i t y  t o 
l e a r n  a n d  c o n n e c t .
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Social Media

2 0 2 1  w a s  a  y e a r  o f  t e s t i n g  n e w  c o n t e n t ,  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  d e s i g n  c o m m u n i t y,  a n d  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  e l e v a t e 
A I G A  m e m b e r s h i p ,  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  e v e n t s .  B o t h  A I G A  a n d  A I G A  E y e  o n  D e s i g n  c h a n n e l s  s a w  t h e 
l a r g e s t  YOY  g r o w t h  o n  L i n k e d I n . 

I n  2 0 2 1 ,  w e  s h i f t e d  o u r  p l a t f o r m  f o c u s  t o  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o g r a m s ,  L i n k e d I n  L i v e  v i d e o 
s t r e a m s ,  e n g a g i n g  a r t w o r k ,  A I G A  D e s i g n  P O V  r e s e a r c h ,  a n d  C o m m u n i t y  P o l l s .  T h e  d e s i g n  c o m m u n i t y 
r e s p o n d e d  b y  t u n i n g  i n  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  m o r e  t h a n  5 0  l i v e s t r e a m e d  w e b i n a r s ,  e a g e r  t o  b e  h e a r d 
w i t h i n  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o m m u n i t y.  W e  a l s o  l a u n c h e d  t w o  n e w  v i d e o  o f f e r i n g s :  F i r e s i d e  C h a t s  w i t h 
B e n n i e  F.  J o h n s o n  a n d  D e s i g n  F u t u r e  L i v e  w i t h  L e e - S e a n  H u a n g .

@AIGA Design Followers by Channel

@AIGAeyeondesign

171,859

140,837

328,031

793,767

93,429

15,024

513,717

28,996

3,271

28,467

16,800

Total social following for 
AIGA and AIGA Eye on Design 

2,117,398
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AIGA Year in Review > Content
Podcasts

A I G A  D e s i g n  P o d c a s t  C h a n n e l

I n  2 0 2 1 ,  A I G A  r e l e a s e d  2 3  f u l l  p o d c a s t 

e p i s o d e s .  T h e  i n t e g r a t e d  @ A I G A D e s i g n 

p o d c a s t  f e e d  i n  2 0 2 1  f e a t u r e d  e p i s o d e s  o f 

D e s i g n  F u t u r e  N o w,  T h e  R e s t a r t ,  D e s i g n 

A d j a c e n t ,  a n d  F i r e s i d e  C h a t s .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s 

a u d i o  p o d c a s t  v e r s i o n s  o f  o u r  l i v e s t r e a m e d 

c o n t e n t ,  s o  y o u  c a n  l i s t e n  o n  t h e  g o  a t  y o u r 

o w n  t i m e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o r i g i n a l  a u d i o - o n l y 

p o d c a s t  c o n t e n t .  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  2 0 2 1 ,  w e 

r e a c h e d  o v e r  2 0 , 0 0 0  a l l - t i m e  t o t a l  l i s t e n s  t o 

o u r  p o d c a s t  e p i s o d e s . 

A  m a j o r i t y  ( 5 7 % )  o f  o u r  l i s t e n e r s  i d e n t i f y 

a s  fe m a l e ,  a n d  a  p l u ra l i t y  o f  o u r  l i s t e n e r s 

a re  b e t w e e n  2 8  a n d  3 4  y e a r s  o l d .  T h e  U. S . 

c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  w h e re  m o s t  o f  o u r  l i s t e n e r s 

a re  b a s e d  ( 7 7 % ) ,  w h i l e  t h e  U K ,  A u s t ra l i a , 

G e r m a n y,  I n d i a ,  M ex i c o,  a n d  C a n a d a  re p re s e n t 

o u r  l a rg e s t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a u d i e n c e s .  

57% Females

23 Episodes

20K Listens

77% US based

A I G A  D e s i g n  A d j a c e n t

A I G A  D e s i g n  A d j a c e n t  i s  a  p o d c a s t  s e r i e s  w i t h 

A I G A’s  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r,  B e n n i e  F.  J o h n s o n ,  i n 

c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  i n d u s t r y  l e a d e r s  w h o  a r e  i n n o v a t i n g 

a n d  d e s i g n i n g  t h e  f u t u r e .  A l o n g s i d e  t h e  p o p u l a r 

A I G A  F i r e s i d e  C h a t s ,  t h i s  n e w  p o d c a s t  e x p l o r e s 

g r o u n d b r e a k i n g  t o p i c s  s h a p i n g  o u r  f u t u r e .  D e s i g n  c a n 

a n d  d o e s  p o w e r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  a n d  t h i s  p o d c a s t  t a k e s  a 

s u r p r i s i n g  l o o k  a t  t h e  w a y s  i n  w h i c h  d e s i g n  i s  h e l p i n g 

t o  b u i l d  a  b e t t e r  t o m o r r o w.

https://anchor.fm/aigadesign
https://anchor.fm/aigadesign
https://www.aiga.org/perspectives/design-adjacent-with-bennie-f-johnson
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T h e s e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  e x p a n d  b e y o n d  t h e  d e s i g n  c o m m u n i t y,  e n c o m p a s s i n g  i n d u s t r i e s  a n d  a r e a s  t h a t 

i n t e r s e c t  w i t h  d e s i g n — l e g a l ,  c u t t i n g - e d g e  t e c h n o l o g y,  a n d  s t r a t e g y — a n d  s h i f t  t h e  w a y s  i n  w h i c h  w e 

t h i n k  a b o u t  a n d  i n t e r a c t  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  t h e  w o r l d  a r o u n d  u s .  D e s i g n  i s  t h e  d y n a m i c  i n s p i r a t i o n 

f o r  t h e s e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s .

A I G A  D e s i g n  F u t u r e  N o w  L i v e

H o w  i s  d e s i g n  c h a n g i n g  a s  a  d i s c i p l i n e  a n d 

p r o f e s s i o n ?  H o w  d o  w e  f a c e  t h e s e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

a s  a  c o m m u n i t y ?  O n  t h e  D e s i g n  F u t u r e  N o w 

L i v e  p o d c a s t ,  A I G A’s  D i r e c t o r  o f  C o n t e n t  a n d 

L e a r n i n g ,  L e e - S e a n  H u a n g ,  e x p l o r e s  q u e s t i o n s 

a b o u t  h o w  d e s i g n  i s  c h a n g i n g  a s  a  d i s c i p l i n e  a n d 

p r o f e s s i o n ,  a n d  h o w  w e  f a c e  t h e s e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

a s  a  c o m m u n i t y. 

T h e  R e S t a r t

C h a n g e  c a n  b e  o v e r w h e l m i n g .  A f t e r  j o b  c h a n g e s ,  j o b  l o s s ,  a n d  a d j u s t i n g  t o  n e w  c i r c u m s t a n c e s , 

A I G A  w a n t e d  t o  h e l p  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  d e s i g n  c o m m u n i t y  n a v i g a t e  t h e  w a y  f o r w a r d  i n  w o r k ,  s c h o o l , 

c o m m u n i t y,  a n d  b e y o n d .  T h e  R e s t a r t  b r o u g h t  m e m b e r s  i n t o  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  F o c u s i n g  o n  t w o  m a i n 

a r e a s — B a c k  t o  S c h o o l :  D e s i g n  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  B a c k  t o  W o r k :  V i r t u a l ,  H y b r i d ,  a n d  I n - O f f i c e — A I G A 

s p o k e  w i t h  d e s i g n  l e a d e r s ,  r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d  e d u c a t o r s  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  n e w,  n o w,  a n d  n e x t  i n  o u r 

e v e r - c h a n g i n g  w o r l d .  A I G A’s  L e e - S e a n  H u a n g  i n t e r v i e w e d  d e s i g n  e d u c a t o r s  t o  d i s c u s s  t e a c h i n g 

s t r a t e g i e s  a n d  v i c t o r i e s  i n  t h e  p a n d e m i c  a n d  w e  s h a r e d  r e s o u r c e s  t o  h e l p  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  n a v i g a t e 

t h e  n e w  n o r m a l .

https://anchor.fm/aigadesign
https://anchor.fm/aigadesign
https://www.aiga.org/resources/the-restart
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AIGA Year in Review > Publications
AIGA Eye on Design

A I G A  E y e  o n  D e s i g n  p i l o t e d  i t s 

f i r s t  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m m i n g 

w i t h  D e s i g n  W r i t i n g  1 0 1 :  H o w 

d e s i g n i n g  a n d  w r i t i n g  a r e 

m o r e  a l i k e  t h a n  y o u  t h i n k .  T h e 

c o n f e r e n c e  s y m p o s i u m  h e l d 

i n  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 1  s o l d  o u t 

i m m e d i a t e l y.

To p  s t o r i e s  f r o m  t h e  y e a r  a d d r e s s e d 

c u l t u r a l l y  r e l e v a n t  t o p i c s  i n c l u d i n g :

M o r e  t h a n  1 . 3  m i l l i o n 
p e o p l e  r e a d  A I G A 
E y e  o n  D e s i g n 
s t o r i e s  i n  2 0 2 1 . 

G r a p h i c  D e s i g n e r s  H a v e 
A l w a y s  L o v e d  M i n i m a l i s m . 
B u t  A t  W h a t  C o s t ?

I s  I t  T i m e  t o  M o v e  o n 
F r o m  B i g  Te c h ’ s  C o l o r f u l 
C o r p o r a t e  M a s c o t s ?

W h e n  D i d  G e n e r i c  G r o c e r y 
B r a n d s  G e t  S o  G o o d  L o o k i n g ?

T h e  C I A  H a s  A l w a y s  U n d e r s t o o d 
t h e  P o w e r  o f  G r a p h i c  D e s i g n .

A I G A  E y e  o n  D e s i g n ’s  n e w s l e t t e r  a u d i e n c e  g r e w  t o  r e a c h  m o r e  t h a n  1 5 0 , 0 0 0  s u b s c r i b e r s .

https://eyeondesign.aiga.org/graphic-designers-have-always-loved-minimalism-but-at-what-cost/
https://eyeondesign.aiga.org/graphic-designers-have-always-loved-minimalism-but-at-what-cost/
https://eyeondesign.aiga.org/graphic-designers-have-always-loved-minimalism-but-at-what-cost/
https://eyeondesign.aiga.org/the-internet-is-turning-on-big-techs-colorful-corporate-mascots/
https://eyeondesign.aiga.org/the-internet-is-turning-on-big-techs-colorful-corporate-mascots/
https://eyeondesign.aiga.org/the-internet-is-turning-on-big-techs-colorful-corporate-mascots/
https://eyeondesign.aiga.org/when-did-generic-grocery-brands-get-so-good-looking/
https://eyeondesign.aiga.org/when-did-generic-grocery-brands-get-so-good-looking/
https://eyeondesign.aiga.org/the-cia-has-always-understood-the-power-of-graphic-design/
https://eyeondesign.aiga.org/the-cia-has-always-understood-the-power-of-graphic-design/


2 0 2 1  Ye a r  i n  R e v i e w  |    2 5    | 

Conferences and Events

A I G A  L e a d e r s h i p  R e t r e a t

I n s t e a d  o f  a  t h r e e  d a y  f o r m a l  l e a d e r s h i p  r e t r e a t ,  i n  2 0 2 1 ,  A I G A  t r i e d  a  n e w  f o r m a t  f o r  t r a i n i n g  c h a p t e r 

l e a d e r s  b y  h o l d i n g  q u a r t e r l y  t r a i n i n g  s e s s i o n s .  To p i c s  c o v e r e d  i n c l u d e d  “ T h e  B u s i n e s s  o f  C h a p t e r s ” , 

“ C h a p t e r  E l e c t i o n s ” ,  a n d  a  “ M e m b e r s h i p  Va l u e  D e e p  D i v e ” .  Fo r  t h e  f o u r t h  q u a r t e r  o f  2 0 2 1 ,  w e  h e l d  a 

s h o r t e r  t w o  d a y  ( v i r t u a l )  r e t r e a t  f e a t u r i n g  a  s t a t e  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  s e s s i o n  f r o m  B e n n i e  F.  J o h n s o n , 

“ T h e  S c i e n c e  o f  S e l f  C a r e ”  w i t h  D r.  E m m a  S e p p a l a ,  a  D E I  P a n e l  h o s t e d  b y  A I G A  D E I  C h a i r  C a r l o s 

E s t r a d a ,  a n d  a  b o a r d  m e e t  a n d  g r e e t .  O n  d a y  t w o  w e  p r o d u c e d  “ C u l t i v a t i n g  A c c e s s i b l e  C o m m u n i t i e s 

&  D e s i g n  S p a c e s ”  w i t h  N e l l  K o n e c z n y  d i s c u s s i n g  a c t i v a t i n g  a  c u l t u r e  o f  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n s , 

a  d e e p  d i v e  o n  c h a p t e r  c o l l a b o r a t i o n s ,  f e a t u r i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  D E I  a n d  t h e  D E C ,  a  t o p i c  h a p p y 

h o u r,  a n d  c l o s i n g  r e m a r k s  w i t h  N a t i o n a l  B o a r d  P r e s i d e n t ,  A s h l e i g h  A x i o s .

C o m m a n d  X :  A t  H o m e

O n  J a n u a r y  2 7  a n d  J a n u a r y  2 8 ,  2 0 2 1 ,  A I G A 

v i r t u a l l y  h e l d  C o m m a n d  X— a  l i v e  d e s i g n  r e a l i t y 

s h o w,  w h i c h  a l l o w s  u p - a n d - c o m i n g  d e s i g n e r s  t o 

s t e p  i n t o  t h e  s p o t l i g h t — g i v i n g  t h e m  t h e  c h a n c e 

t o  b r e a k  i n t o  t h e  i n d u s t r y  i n  f r o n t  o f  p e e r s , 

h e r o e s ,  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  e m p l o y e r s . 

A t  e a c h  A I G A  D e s i g n  C o n f e r e n c e  s i n c e  2 0 0 7, 

s e v e n  e m e r g i n g  d e s i g n e r s  h a v e  c o m p e t e d  f o r 

g l o r y,  o p p o r t u n i t y,  a n d  a  c a s h  p r i z e .  T h e  2 0 2 1 

e v e n t  f e a t u r e d  s i x  d e s i g n e r s  f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e 

n a t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  a n  a d j u n c t  f a c u l t y  m e m b e r, 

f r e e l a n c e  d e s i g n e r s ,  d e s i g n e r s  f r o m  t h e 

b u s i n e s s  i n d u s t r y,  a n d  o t h e r s . 

T h e  E m c e e  w a s  S e a n  A d a m s ,  e x p e r t  j u d g e s  i n c l u d e d  C a r l y  Ay r e s  ( G o o g l e  D e s i g n ) ,  B o b b y  C .  M a r t i n 

J r.  ( C h a m p i o n s  D e s i g n ) ,  A n d r e w  Tw i g g  ( C a r n e g i e  M e l l o n  U n i v e r s i t y  S c h o o l  o f  D e s i g n ) ,  a n d  M i r a n d a 

M a s s i e  ( C l i m a t e  M u s e u m ) .  C o n t e s t a n t s  h a d  o n e  w e e k  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  f i r s t  c h a l l e n g e — t o  d e s i g n  a 

n e w  l o g o  f o r  Zo o m  t h a t  b e t t e r  r e f l e c t e d  i t s  n e w  p l a c e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  o u r  l i v e s ,  a n d  t h e n  o n e  d a y  t o 

c o m p l e t e  t h e  s e c o n d  c h a l l e n g e — t o  c r e a t e  a  c a m p a i g n  e n t i t l e d ,  “ D i s i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  C l i m a t e  C h a n g e” 

t o  e x p o s e  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  d i s i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  t o  e m p o w e r  p e o p l e  t o  r e t a ke  c o n t r o l  o f  t r u t h f u l  n a r r a t i v e s .

https://aiga.swoogo.com/commandx2020/contestants
https://aiga.swoogo.com/commandx2020/contestants
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E a c h  c o n t e s t a n t  p r e s e n t e d  a n d  e x p l a i n e d  t h e i r 

l o g o ,  c a m p a i g n ,  a n d  c r e a t i v e  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e 

a u d i e n c e .  E a c h  n i g h t ,  t h e  l i v e  a u d i e n c e  v o t e d 

f o r  a  w i n n e r  t o  r e c e i v e  t h a t  e v e n i n g ’s  p r i z e s . 

A u d r e y  H a n c o c k ,  a  f r e e l a n c e  g r a p h i c  d e s i g n e r 

f r o m  P r o v o ,  U t a h ,  w o n  b o t h  n i g h t s .

A I G A  D e s i g n  +  B u s i n e s s  C o n f e r e n c e

D e s i g n  i s  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  e v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l 

b u s i n e s s .  I t  f u e l s  g r o w t h ,  d e l i v e s  b r a n d  l o y a l t y, 

a n d  c r e a t e s  c u l t u r a l  i m p a c t  a n d  m e a n i n g f u l 

s o c i a l  c h a n g e .  I n  2 0 2 1 ,  A I G A  i n v i t e d  C r e a t i v e 

D i r e c t o r s ,  C M O s ,  d e s i g n e r s ,  a n d  s t u d i o  o w n e r s 

t o  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e i r  a p p r o a c h  a n d 

p r o c e s s ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t - e v e r  v i r t u a l  A I G A  D e s i g n 

+  B u s i n e s s  C o n f e r e n c e .  T h e  2 0 2 1  e v e n t  w a s 

h o s t e d  b y  G e o r g e  G a r r a s t e g u i ,  J r. ,  a n  e d u c a t o r, 

d e s i g n e r,  a d v o c a t e ,  a n d  c u r a t o r  l o o k i n g  t o 

e l e v a t e  t h e  c r e a t i v e  p r o c e s s  b y  s h i f t i n g  t h e 

f o c u s  t o  h o w  w e  w o r k  o v e r  w h a t  w e  p r o d u c e . 

A I G A  t o o k  a  d e e p  d i v e  i n t o  t h e  c r e a t i v e  p r o c e s s 

d i s c u s s i n g  1 2  n o t a b l e ,  i m p a c t f u l ,  a n d  i n n o v a t i v e 

p r o j e c t s  w i t h  t h e  t e a m s  t h a t  c r e a t e d  t h e m . 

We  w a n t e d  a t t e n d e e s  t o  u n c o v e r  i n s i g h t s  t o 

u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  d r o v e  s u c c e s s f u l  c o l l a b o r a t i o n 

a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  l i s t e n  t o  o t h e r ’s  c r e a t i v e 

a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  p r o c e s s ,  a n d  e x p l o r e  t h e 

d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  i n f o r m e d  t h e  f i n a l  p r o d u c t .  T h e 

g o a l  o f  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e 

“ h o w ”  a n d  “ w h y ”  b e h i n d  t h e  “ w h a t ” . 

We  k i c k e d  o f f  e a c h  d a y  w i t h  a  F i r e s i d e  C h a t 

b e t w e e n  A I G A  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  B e n n i e  F. 

J o h n s o n  a n d  o u r  g u e s t s :  T i m  R i l e y,  S e n i o r 

D i r e c t o r  o f  E x p e r i e n c e  D e s i g n  a t  Wa r b y  P a r k e r ; 

S c o t t  B e l s k y,  C h i e f  P r o d u c t  O f f i c e r  a n d  E V P 

o f  A d o b e ;  a n d  A t t i c a  J a q u e s ,  H e a d  o f  G l o b a l 

B r a n d  M a r k e t i n g  f o r  G o o g l e .  E a c h  a f t e r n o o n 

w a s  c a p p e d  o f f  w i t h  a  l i v e ,  u n r e c o r d e d  s a l o n , 

h o s t e d  b y  e a c h  d a y ’s  p r e s e n t e r s  t o  d i v e  d e e p e r 

i n t o  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  a s k  q u e s t i o n s ,  a n d  g e t  a 

t r u e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  i n s - a n d - o u t s  o f  t h e i r 

c l i e n t - d e s i g n e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .

https://www.audreyhancock.com/
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A I G A  P o r t f o l i o  F e s t i v a l

T h e  A I G A  P o r t f o l i o  Fe s t i v a l  i s  a  v i r t u a l  e v e n t  s u p p o r t i n g  s t u d e n t s ,  r e c e n t  g r a d u a t e s ,  e m e r g i n g 

d e s i g n e r s ,  a n d  t h o s e  l o o k i n g  t o  r e f r e s h  t h e i r  p o r t f o l i o .  I n  2 0 2 1 ,  w e  c e l e b r a t e d  a t t e n d e e s  a n d  t h e i r 

c r e a t i v i t y  f o r  a  s e c o n d  t i m e .  Fo c u s e d  o n  m e n t o r s h i p ,  c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,  a n d  l e a r n i n g ,  t h e  P o r t f o l i o  Fe s t i v a l 

f e a t u r e d  c o n t e n t  f r o m  d e s i g n  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  i n f l u e n c e r s ,  e d u c a t o r s ,  a n d  p a r t n e r s ,  w h o s e  g o a l  w a s  t o 

h e l p  a t t e n d e e s  t a i l o r  t h e i r  p o r t f o l i o s .

E a c h  d a y, 

p r o g r a m m i n g  k i c ke d 

o f f  w i t h  a  l i v e  s t r e a m e d 

ke y n o t e  o n  t h e  t o p i c  o f 

f e e d b a c k  a n d  c r i t i q u e . 

A f t e r  e a c h  t a l k ,  t h e r e 

w a s  a  l i v e  r e v i e w  o f 

t h r e e  p o r t f o l i o s .  T h e s e 

s e s s i o n s  w e r e  f r e e  a n d 

o p e n  t o  a l l .  T h e  2 0 2 1 

Ke y n o t e  S p e a ke r s 

w e r e :  J i n a  A n n e ,  A a r o n 

D r a p l i n ,  K a l e e n a 

S a l e s ,  a n d  Z i p e n g  Z h u . 

F i r e s i d e  C h a t  g u e s t s  i n c l u d e d :  Yo c a s t a  L a c h a p e l l e ,  ( D i r e c t o r  o f  Ta l e n t ,  C o l l i n s ) ,  A l b e r t  S h u m ,  ( C V P 

o f  D e s i g n ,  E x p e r i e n c e s  &  D e v i c e s  G r o u p ,  M i c r o s o f t ) ,  a n d  D o u g  P o w e l l ,  ( f o r m e r  V P  o f  D e s i g n ,  I B M ) . 

Fo l l o w i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  r e v i e w  s e s s i o n s ,  p r i v a t e  r e v i e w  s e s s i o n s  f o r  A I G A  m e m b e r s  t o o k  p l a c e .
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A I G A  D e s i g n  C o n f e r e n c e

T h e  A I G A  D e s i g n  C o n f e r e n c e  i s  t h e  b i g g e s t  e v e n t 

o f  t h e  y e a r  f o r  c r e a t i v e  t h i n k e r s .  I t  i s  a  d i f f e r e n t 

e x p e r i e n c e ;  w e  a s k  p r o v o c a t i v e  q u e s t i o n s  a n d 

c h a l l e n g e  d e s i g n e r s  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  f u t u r e .  I t 

i s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  f r e s h  i d e a t i o n 

f o r  d e s i g n  a l o n g  w i t h  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y.

T h e  2 0 2 1  c o n f e r e n c e  t h e m e ,  b r o u g h t  t o  l i f e 

b y  C o n f e r e n c e  C h a i r  R i c k  G r i f f i t h ,  D e s i g n e r 

a n d  P a r t n e r  a t  M AT T E R ,  w a s  “A  B r i e f  H i s t o r y 

o f  N o w ” .  D e s i g n e r s  a n d  d e s i g n  c o l l a b o r a t o r s 

a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  s e e k i n g  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  d e s i g n ’s 

i n f l u e n c e  o n  i n t i m a t e  s p a c e s  a n d  s y s t e m i c 

s t r u c t u r e s .  S o  i n  2 0 2 1 ,  w e  a s k e d  o u r s e l v e s , 

“ w h a t  a r e  t h e  p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e s  o f  d e s i g n  a s  b o t h 

a  c u l t u r a l  f o r c e  a n d  a  s t r a t e g i c  a d v a n t a g e ? ”

T h e  A I G A  D e s i g n  C o n f e r e n c e  c o n v e n e d  v i r t u a l l y 

o n c e  m o r e  t o  a s k  t h e  q u e s t i o n s : 

• 	 H o w  b i g  a r e  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  d e s i g n  a n d 

d e s i g n e r s  o n  o u r  w o r l d ?

• 	 H o w  c a n  w e  b e  t h e  c o l l a b o r a t o r s  w e  w a n t  t o 

b e — n o w — t o  i m p a c t  o u r  f u t u r e  p o s i t i v e l y ?

• 	 H o w  c a n  I  c r e a t e  a  u n i q u e  p a t h  f o r  m y s e l f 

t h a t  s p e a k s  t o  m y  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  a n d  t a l e n t  i n 

a  p l u r a l i t y  o f  w a y s ?

• 	 H o w  i s  n e w  d e s i g n  r e s e a r c h  u n c o v e r i n g 

n e w  h i s t o r i c a l  n a r r a t i v e s ,  h e l p i n g  u s  t o  r e -

e x a m i n e  o u r  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n c e p t i o n s  a b o u t 

d e s i g n ’s  p a s t ?

S p e a k e r s  s h a r e d  t h e i r  o w n  e x p e r i e n c e s 

a n s w e r i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s ,  s p a r k i n g 

p a r t i c i p a n t s ’  i d e a s  a n d  i m a g i n a t i o n  a b o u t  w h a t 

t h e  f u t u r e  h o l d s  f o r  d e s i g n . 

O n e  o f  t h e  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  t h e  2 0 2 1  D e s i g n 

C o n f e r e n c e  w e r e  t h e  F i r e s i d e  C h a t s 

b e t w e e n  A I G A’s  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r,  B e n n i e 

F.  J o h n s o n ,  a n d  d e s i g n  l e a d e r s  d i s c u s s i n g 

l e a d e r s h i p  i n  d e s i g n ,  d e s i g n  c u l t u r e ,  a n d  t h e i r 

i n s p i r a t i o n s .  C o n v e r s a t i o n s  w e r e  h e l d  w i t h 

F r a n k  S c h u l e n b u r g ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  a t  W i k i 

E d u c a t i o n  a n d  R a v i  H a m p o l e ,  S V P,  G l o b a l  B r a n d 

C r e a t i v e  a t  l u l u l e m o n .
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A I G A  C a r e e r  F e s t i v a l

I n  2 0 2 1 ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  A I G A  h o s t e d  a  C a r e e r  Fe s t i v a l .  T h e  e v e n t — a n  i m m e r s i v e  v i r t u a l  e x p e r i e n c e —

h e l p e d  c o n n e c t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i t h  q u a l i f i e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  a t  e v e r y  l e v e l  a n d  d e s i g n  d i s c i p l i n e ,  a n d 

s h o w c a s e d  c o m p a n i e s  a n d  o p e n  d e s i g n  p o s i t i o n s  t o  a  d y n a m i c  a u d i e n c e  o f  j o b  s e e k e r s  l o o k i n g  f o r 

t h e i r  n e x t  c a r e e r  o p p o r t u n i t y.

A t t e n d e e s  h a d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o :  p r e s e n t  t h e i r  p o r t f o l i o s  t o  d e s i g n  h i r i n g  m a n a g e r s  a n d  t e a m  l e a d s 

f r o m  h i r i n g  c o m p a n i e s ;  g a i n  a c t i o n a b l e  i n s i g h t s  f r o m  r e c r u i t e r s ;  a n d  h o n e  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  p i t c h e s . 

Fe s t i v a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d e d :

E x c l u s i v e  a t t e n d e e  c a r e e r  m i x e r s 
t o  n e t w o r k  w i t h  f e l l o w  a t t e n d e e s 
a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  c o m p a n i e s  a n d 
a  n e t w o r k i n g  c h a n n e l  o n  S l a c k .

A  F i r e s i d e  C h a t 
w i t h  A I G A  E x e c u t i v e 
D i r e c t o r  B e n n i e  F. 
J o h n s o n  a n d  J u d y 
We r t ,  f o u n d e r  o f 
We r t & C o .

V i r t u a l  h a n d s h a k e  h o u r s  f o r  a t t e n d e e s 
t o  m e e t  f a c e - t o - f a c e  w i t h  d e s i g n - l e d 
c o m p a n i e s  a n d  a g e n c i e s  t o  n e t w o r k , 
a s k  q u e s t i o n s ,  a n d  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t 
o p e n  r o l e s .

D e s i g n  t e a m  t a l k s  a n d 
p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n s  w h e r e 
d e s i g n e r s  s h a r e d  t h e  v a r i e d 
p a t h s  t h a t  l e d  t h e m  t o  t h e i r 
c u r r e n t  r o l e s  a n d  p r o v i d e d 
a c t i o n a b l e  a d v i c e  w i t h  l i v e 
Q & A  s e s s i o n s .

Wo r k s h o p s  t o  l e v e l  u p 
r e s u m e - b u i l d i n g  s k i l l s 
f o r  a t t e n d e e s .

01
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05
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A I G A  M e m b e r  M e e t u p s

2 0 2 1  a l s o  s a w  A I G A  p i l o t  a  s m a l l  c o h o r t  o f  n e t w o r k i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  m e m b e r s  c a l l e d  M e m b e r 

M e e t u p s .  T h e s e  w e r e  i n f o r m a l  a n d  i n t i m a t e  s e s s i o n s  o f f e r e d  f r e e  t o  m e m b e r s .  T h e s e  u n r e c o r d e d 

m e e t i n g s  p r o v i d e d  m e m b e r s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o n n e c t  l i v e  w i t h  p e e r s ,  t o  n e t w o r k ,  l e a r n ,  a n d  d i s c u s s 

k e y  t o p i c s  o f  i n t e r e s t .  M e e t u p s  w e r e  f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  d e s i g n  l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  A I G A  c o m m u n i t y.

To p i c s  a n d  t h e m e s  f o r  M e m b e r  M e e t u p s  i n c l u d e d :

• 	 C a r e e r  Tr a n s i t i o n  a n d  R e s i l i e n c y

• 	 D e s i g n  L e a d e r s h i p

• 	 C h a n g e  b y  D e s i g n

• 	 I n d u s t r y  Tr e n d s

• 	 D e s i g n  a n d  L i f e

• 	 P r o f e s s i o n a l  C r a f t

T h e  2 0 2 1  f a c i l i t a t o r s  i n c l u d e d : 

• 	 J o s e p h  C a r t e r - B r o w n ,  G l o b a l  U X 

M a n a g e r,  S t a n l e y  B l a c k  &  D e c k e r

• 	 M e a g h a n  D e e ,  A s s o c i a t e 

P r o f e s s o r,  V i r g i n i a  Te c h

• 	 L a u r e n  D o u g h e r t y ,  D i r e c t o r, 

D e s i g n  a n d  U s e r  E x p e r i e n c e ,  F S 

I n v e s t m e n t s

• 	 T i m o t h y  H y k e s ,  U s e r  E x p e r i e n c e 

D e s i g n e r,  Wo r l d  W i d e  Te c h n o l o g y

• 	 J e n n i f e r  M a r i n  J e r i c h o , 

S t r a t e g i s t ,  J e r i c h o  V i n e g a r  Wo r k s

• 	 A n t h o n y  We l b o r n ,  C r e a t i v e /

M a r k e t i n g ,  S e n i o r  F l e x o n i c s 

P a t h w a y
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Webinars

O n e  D e s i g n e r,  O n e  Wo r k

I n  2 0 2 1 ,  A I G A  l a u n c h e d  a  n e w  w e b i n a r  s e r i e s 

f o r  t h e  d e s i g n  c o m m u n i t y — A I G A  O n e  D e s i g n e r, 

O n e  Wo r k— w h i c h  f e a t u r e s  a  d e s i g n e r  s h a r i n g 

a n  i n s p i r a t i o n a l  d e s i g n  p i e c e  t h a t  i n s p i r e d  t h e m 

a n d  h e l p e d  b u i l d  t h e i r  l o v e  o f  d e s i g n .  O u r  2 0 2 1 

g u e s t s   i n c l u d e d :

D i a n  H o l t o n  d i s c u s s e d  N i n a  C h a n e l 

A b n e y ’s  M a t t e l  U N O  d e c k .

P a u l  M e n d o z a  e x a m i n e d  a  c o m p e l l i n g 

e d u c a t i o n a l  t e l e v i s i o n  s h o w  o n  N e t f l i x : 

P a t r i o t  A c t  b y  H a s a n  M i n h a j ,  t h a t  c e l e b r a t e d 

a  t e a m  o f  t a l e n t e d  A A P I  c r e a t i v e s ,  a n d 

i n n o v a t i v e  g r a p h i c  d e s i g n .

A m b i c a  P r a k a s h  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  w o r k 

o f  T i b o r  K a l m a n  a n d  h i s  c o m m e n t a r y  i n 

C o l o r s  M a g a z i n e .

A b i g a i l  Ay e r s  e x p l o r e d  h o w  t h e  v i r t u a l 

r e a l i t y  e x p e r i e n c e ,  “ W h e r e  T h o u g h t s  G o” 

e n c o u r a g e s  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  a n d  c o m m u n i t y 

i n  i t s  u s e r s ,  t h r o u g h  s t o r y t e l l i n g  a n d 

p u r p o s e f u l  d e s i g n .

G a b y  H e r n á n d e z  d i s c u s s e d  p i n h o l e 

p h o t o g r a p h y — a  m e t a p h o r  o f  s i m p l i c i t y, 

s l o w n e s s ,  a n d  u n i q u e n e s s  i n  d e s i g n 

p r o c e s s e s .

B a t s h e b a  C a s t r o  M a r t i n e z  s h a r e d  a 

s i t e - s p e c i f i c  v i d e o  p i e c e ,  “ T h e  O c u l u s ”  b y 

S h a n t e l l  M a r t i n ,  w h i c h  e x p l o r e s  s o m e  o f  t h e 

q u e s t i o n s  a n d  r e p e t i t i o n s  w e  f i n d  o u r s e l v e s 

a s k i n g :  A r e  Yo u  b e i n g  Yo u ?  A r e  Yo u  b e i n g 

t r u e ?  W h o  a r e  Yo u ?  A r e  y o u  YO U ?

L i s a  B a b b  e x p l o r e d  B l a c k  L i v e s :  1 9 0 0  P a r i s 

E x h i b i t i o n .

P h i m  H e r  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t a r o t 

d e s i g n ,  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  R i d e r - Wa i t e  t a r o t 

d e c k  a n d  e n d i n g  w i t h  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f 

m o d e r n  t a r o t  d e c k s .

L u c i l l e  Te n a z a s  s h a r e d  t h o u g h t s  a b o u t  T h e 

Ve r n a c u l a r  a s  Ty p o g r a p h i c  I n s p i r a t i o n :  T h e 

S t r e e t  S i g n s  P r o j e c t ,  D e t r o i t .

S a m  Ya t e s  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  w o r k  o f  E m o r y 

D o u g l a s ,  a  p r o l i f i c  B l a c k  c r e a t o r,  d e s i g n e r, 

a n d  a c t i v i s t .  S a m  s h a r e d  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e 

l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  D o u g l a s ’s  m o n u m e n t a l 

i m p a c t  o n  d e s i g n  h i s t o r y  a n d  t h e  b a s i c s  o f 

v i s u a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .

L i e s e  Z a h a b i  e x p l o r e d  G o n e  H o m e ,  a 

p o w e r f u l  e x a m p l e  o f  a  n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l  v i d e o 

g a m e ,  m o v i n g  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  t r o p e s  f o u n d 

w i t h i n  t h e  v e r y  p o p u l a r  f i r s t - p e r s o n  s h o o t e r 

g a m e s  o n  t h e  m a r k e t ,  i n s t e a d  c r e a t i n g  a 

u s e r  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  i s  a b o u t  e x p l o r a t i o n , 

n a r r a t i v e ,  f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  m e m o r y,  a n d 

m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e .

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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B o o k  S e r i e s

I n  2 0 2 1 ,  A I G A  b u i l t  u p o n  i t s  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  p u b l i s h e r s ,  P h a i d o n ,  A r t b o o k ,  a n d  P r i n c e t o n  A r c h i t e c t u r a l 

P r e s s ,  t o  b r i n g  t h e  A I G A  c o m m u n i t y  s e v e r a l  b o o k  e v e n t s .

• 	 D e s i g n i n g  P h a i d o n  B o o k s  w i t h  J u l i a 

H a s t i n g ,  C r e a t i v e  D i r e c t o r,  P h a i d o n

• 	 “ B l a c k ,  B r o w n  +  L a t i n x  D e s i g n 

E d u c a t o r s :  C o n v e r s a t i o n s  o n  D e s i g n 

a n d  R a c e ”  b y  Ke l l y  Wa l t e r s

• 	 “ P a t e n t e d :  1 , 0 0 0  D e s i g n  P a t e n t s ”  b y 

T h o m a s  R i n a l d i

• 	 “ N i k e :  B e t t e r  i s  Te m p o r a r y ”  b y 

       S a m  G r a w e

• 	 " H o w  t o  B e c o m e  a  S u c c e s s f u l  A r t i s t ”  b y 

M a g n u s  R e s c h

• 	 “ H o w  D e s i g n  M a k e s  U s  T h i n k :  A n d  Fe e l 

a n d  D o  T h i n g s ”  b y  S e a n  A d a m s

• 	 " H e l p  Yo u r  S e l f ! :  T h e  R i s e  o f  S e l f 

D e s i g n ”  b y  M i e k e  G e r r i t z e n

• 	 “ Wo m a n  M a d e :  G r e a t  Wo m e n 

D e s i g n e r s ”  b y  J a n e  H a l l

• 	 "A  N e w  P r o g r a m  f o r  G r a p h i c  D e s i g n "  b y 

D a v i d  R e i n f u r t

• 	 “ B i g  D a t a ,  B i g  D e s i g n :  W h y  D e s i g n e r s 

S h o u l d  C a r e  A b o u t  A r t i f i c i a l 

I n t e l l i g e n c e ”  b y  H e l e n  A r m s t r o n g

• 	 “ S o l e d  O u t ”  b y  S i m o n  Wo o d

• 	 “ C A P S  L O C K :  H o w  C a p i t a l i s m  To o k 

H o l d  o f  G r a p h i c  D e s i g n ,  a n d  H o w  t o 

E s c a p e  f r o m  I t ”  b y  R u b e n  P a t e r
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A I G A  F i r e s i d e  C h a t s

A I G A  F i r e s i d e  C h a t s  a r e 

l i v e ,  o n - l i n e  e v e n t s  w h e r e 

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  B e n n i e  F. 

J o h n s o n  t a l k s  w i t h  t o d a y ' s 

l e a d e r s  i n  d e s i g n ,  b u s i n e s s , 

a n d  t e c h n o l o g y,  f o c u s s i n g 

o n  t h e  t o p i c s  o f  l e a d e r s h i p 

g r o w t h ,  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  w o r k ,  a n d 

c r e a t i n g  a  c u l t u r e  o f  d e s i g n .

I n  2 0 2 1 ,  w e  h o s t e d  1 5  F i r e s i d e  C h a t s :

• 	 T i m  R i l e y  o f  Wa r b y  P a r k e r

• 	 S c o t t  B e l s k y  o f  A d o b e

• 	 A t t i c a  J a q u e s  o f  G o o g l e

• 	 Yo c a s t a  L a c h a p e l l e  o f  C o l l i n s

• 	 A l b e r t  S h u m  o f  M i c r o s o f t

• 	 D o u g  P o w e l l  f o r m e r l y  o f  I B M

• 	 M a u r o  P o r c i n i  o f  P e p s i C o

• 	 F r a n k  S c h u l e n b u r g  o f  W i k i  E d u c a t i o n

• 	 R a v i  H a m p o l e  o f  l u l u l e m o n

• 	 R o b b i e  Ts e n g  o f  H B O  M a x

• 	 J u d y  We r t  o f  We r t & C o .

• 	 A r t  Ta y l o r  o f  B B B  W i s e  G i v i n g  A l l i a n c e

• 	 A l e x  C e n t e r  o f  C E N T E R

• 	 R a n d y  H u n t ,  D e s i g n e r

• 	 T h e r e s a  F i t z g e r a l d  o f  S e s a m e  Wo r k s h o p



|    3 4    |   2 0 2 1  Ye a r  i n  R e v i e w 

Initiatives

I n  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 1 ,  A I G A  a n n o u n c e d  t h e 

w i n n e r s  o f  t h e  2 0 2 1 / 2 0 2 2  A I G A  W o r l d s t u d i o 

S c h o l a r s h i p s .  T h e  s c h o l a r s h i p s  a r e  a w a r d e d 

a n n u a l l y  t o  e n c o u r a g e  s o c i a l  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  c u l t u r a l  a w a r e n e s s  i n  t h e 

n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  a r t i s t s  a n d  d e s i g n e r s . 

J u r o r s  s e l e c t e d  2 3  s t u d e n t s  t o  r e c e i v e  a w a r d s 

f o r  t h e  2 0 2 1 / 2 0 2 2  a c a d e m i c  y e a r.  D u e  t o  t h e 

i n c r e a s e d  c o m m u n i t y  s u p p o r t  d u r i n g  t h e  2 0 2 0 

# A I G ATo g e t h e r  c a m p a i g n ,  A I G A  w a s  a b l e  t o 

i n c r e a s e  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  s c h o l a r s h i p 

a w a r d s  f o r  t h e  2 0 2 1 / 2 0 2 2  a c a d e m i c  y e a r —

m a k i n g  a  g r e a t e r  i m p a c t  f o r  e a c h  s t u d e n t .

T h e  A I G A  W o r l d s t u d i o  S c h o l a r s h i p s  p r o g r a m 

i n c r e a s e s  d i v e r s i t y  i n  c r e a t i v e  p r o f e s s i o n s  b y 

p r o v i d i n g  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  a n d 

g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d  a n d 

e c o n o m i c a l l y  d i s a d v a n t a g e d  b a c k g r o u n d s  t o 

a c h i e v e  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  g o a l s  a n d  g i v e  b a c k 

t o  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  w o r k .  S i n c e 

i t s  i n c e p t i o n  i n  1 9 9 5 ,  o v e r  $ 1 . 3  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s 

h a s  b e e n  a w a r d e d  t o  m o r e  t h a n  8 0 0  c o l l e g e 

s t u d e n t s  s t u d y i n g  a r t  a n d  d e s i g n . 

I n  2 0 2 1 ,  2 0 9  a p p l i c a t i o n s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  a n d 

2 3  w e r e  a w a r d e d — f o u r  s c h o l a r s h i p s  a t  $ 3 , 5 0 0 

e a c h ,  e i g h t  s c h o l a r s h i p s  a t  $ 3 , 0 0 0  e a c h ,  f i v e 

h o n o r a b l e  m e n t i o n s  a t  $ 5 0 0  e a c h ,  t w o  c h a p t e r 

s c h o l a r s h i p s  a t  $ 2 , 5 0 0  e a c h ,  t w o  c h a p t e r 

s c h o l a r s h i p s  a t  $ 1 , 0 0 0  e a c h ,  a n d  t w o  c h a p t e r 

h o n o r a b l e  m e n t i o n s  a t  $ 5 0 0 ,  f o r  a  g r a n d  t o t a l 

o f  $ 4 8 , 5 0 0 .  E a c h  s t u d e n t  a l s o  r e c e i v e d  a 

c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  a c h i e v e m e n t ,  a n d  a  o n e - y e a r, 

c o m p l i m e n t a r y  A I G A  m e m b e r s h i p .

“ W e  m u s t  p r o v i d e  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n 

o f  d i v e r s e ,  c r e a t i v e  t a l e n t ,  t o  m a k e  o u r  s o c i e t y 

m o r e  i n c l u s i v e  a n d  r e f l e c t i v e  o f  w h o  w e  t r u l y 

a r e , ”  s a i d  M a r k  R a n d a l l ,  P r i n c i p a l ,  W o r l d s t u d i o ; 

A s s o c i a t e  D e a n  /  A s s i s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r,  P a r s o n s 

S c h o o l  o f  D e s i g n  S t r a t e g i e s  a n d  P a r t n e r,  A I G A 

W o r l d s t u d i o  S c h o l a r s h i p s . 

I n  i t s  2 6 t h  y e a r,  t h e  A I G A 
Wo r l d s t u d i o  S c h o l a r s h i p s 
p r o g r a m  a w a r d e d  $ 4 8 , 5 0 0  t o 
s t u d e n t s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y.

https://www.aiga.org/professional-development/aiga-worldstudio-scholarships
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Yo u  c a n  f i n d  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  a r t w o r k  f o r  t h e  2 0 2 1 / 2 0 2 2  r e c i p i e n t s  a t  A I G A . o r g . 

T h e  r e c i p i e n t s  a r e :

Graphic Design
Total Awarded: $20,000 and 
$500 in chapter awards

https://www.aiga.org/worldstudio-scholarships-2020
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Illustration
Total Awarded: $11,000 and 
$6,000 in chapter awards

T h i s  p ro g ra m  w o u l d  n o t  b e  p o s s i b l e 

w i t h o u t  t h e  g e n e ro u s  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r 

d o n o r s .  S p e c i a l  t h a n k s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t i n g 

c h a p t e r s  a n d  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  A I G A 

C h a r l o t t e  D e s i g n  C o n t i n u u m  Fu n d 

a n d  t h e  A I G A  D C  D e s i g n  C o n t i n u u m 

Fu n d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e 

# A I G ATo g e t h e r  c a m p a i g n ,  i n c l u d i n g 

t h e  R i c h a rd  a n d  J e a n  C o y n e  Fa m i l y 

Fo u n d a t i o n ,  B e t t y  D e s i g n s ,  a n d  C A S E 

A g e n c y.
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Photography
Total Awarded: $9,500 and 
$1,500 in chapter awards

S p e c i a l  t h a n k  y o u  t o  t h e  2 0 2 1 /2 0 2 2  j u r o r s : 

C a r l o s  E s t r a d a ,  P r i n c i p a l /C D,  A g e n c y  51 2  /  V i c e 

C h a i r,  A I G A  D E I  /  E q u i t y  D i re c t o r,  A I G A  D e t r o i t

S a b r i n a  H a l l ,  S e n i o r  P ro d u c t  D e s i g n  M a n a g e r, 

J u s t w o r k s  /  C U P  B o a rd  o f  D i re c t o r s

D i a n  H o l t o n ,  D e p u t y  A r t  D i re c t o r,  A A R P

N a t a c h a  P o g g i o ,  A s s i s t a n t  P ro fe s s o r  o f  G ra p h i c 

D e s i g n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  H o u s t o n - D o w n t o w n  / 

D i re c t o r,  D e s i g n  G l o b a l  C h a n g e

S a d i e  R e d  W i n g ,  S t u d e n t  S u c c e s s  C o a c h , 

A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n  C o l l e g e  Fu n d

G i l  A s h b y ,  V i s u a l  A r t i s t  /  A s s o c i a t e  P ro fe s s o r  o f 

I l l u s t ra t i o n ,  C o l l e g e  fo r  C re a t i v e  S t u d i e s  D e t ro i t

R o b y n  N g ,  A r t  D i re c t o r  /  I l l u s t ra t o r,  I n d e p e n d e n t 

Fre e l a n c e

S a r a h  S i d d i q u i ,  L e a d  G ra p h i c  D e s i g n e r, 

E x p e r i e n c e  K i s s i m m e e

C l a u d i a  G r i m a l d i  M a r k s ,  S e n i o r  A r t  D i re c t o r, 

G e t t y  I m a g e s

R e g g i e  T i d w e l l ,  C u r v e  T h e o r y  /  A I G A  A s h e v i l l e , 

Fo u n d i n g  P re s i d e n t

To m  Ko ke n ,  D e s i g n e r,  Wo r l d s t u d i o

M a r k  R a n d a l l ,  P r i n c i p a l ,  Wo r l d s t u d i o  /  A s s o c i a t e 

D e a n  a n d  A s s i s t a n t  P ro fe s s o r,  P a r s o n s  S c h o o l  o f 

D e s i g n  S t ra t e g i e s
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Initiatives 

A I G A  C e r t i f i c a t e s  f o r  C r e a t i v e s

A s  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  d e s i g n ,  A I G A  e m p o w e r s  d e s i g n e r s  t o  c o n t i n u e  r e a c h i n g  n e w 

h e i g h t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e i r  c a r e e r  j o u r n e y.  T h r o u g h  o u r  n e w  r e s e a r c h  i n i t i a t i v e ,  t h e  A I G A  D e s i g n  P O V, 

w e  h a v e  c o m e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  d e s i g n e r s  a r e  l i f e l o n g  l e a r n e r s .  T h e  c o m m u n i t y  t o l d  u s  t h e y  w a n t e d 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a n d  A I G A  l o o k e d  a t  w a y s  t o  h e l p  f i l l  t h i s  g a p .  I n  A u g u s t  o f 

2 0 2 1 ,  t h e  n e w  A I G A  C e r t i f i c a t e s  f o r  C r e a t i v e s  p r o g r a m  w a s  l a u n c h e d ;  a n d  s i n c e ,  o v e r  2 2 0  i n d i v i d u a l s 

h a v e  r e g i s t e r e d  f o r  a  c e r t i f i c a t e . 

We  w a n t  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  s u p p o r t  d e s i g n e r s  a t  e v e r y  c a r e e r  s t a g e  a n d  o u r  g o a l  i n  c r e a t i n g  t h i s  c e r t i f i c a t i o n 

p r o g r a m  d o e s  j u s t  t h a t .  D e p e n d i n g  o n  w h e r e  d e s i g n e r s  a r e  i n  t h e i r  c a r e e r s ,  w e  f i n d  t h e y  a r e  s e e k i n g 

t o  a d a p t  t o  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  s o c i a l  c h a n g e  a l o n g s i d e  i n c r e a s i n g  b u s i n e s s  s k i l l s .  We  l e a r n e d  t h a t 

t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  n o n - d e s i g n  s p e c i f i c  c o m p e t e n c y  g a p s  t h a t  d e s i g n e r s  n e e d  t o  c l o s e  t o  b e s t  p o s i t i o n 

t h e m s e l v e s  t o  a d v a n c e  t h e i r  c a r e e r s  a n d  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  o v e r a l l . 

I n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  l e a d i n g  o n l i n e  l e a r n i n g  p l a t f o r m ,  M i n d E d g e ,  A I G A  i s  n o w  o f f e r i n g  c o u r s e s  t h a t 

h e l p  c r e a t i v e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i d e n t i f y  b u s i n e s s  n e e d s  a n d  w o r k  t o w a r d s  f u t u r e  g o a l s .  M i n d E d g e  h a s  a 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e  c a t a l o g  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  c o u r s e s  a n d  c e r t i f i c a t e s  f o r  b u s y  p r o f e s s i o n a l s . 

T h r o u g h  t h i s  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  A I G A  i s  a b l e  t o  o f f e r  t h i s  b e n e f i t  t o  m e m b e r s .

0 8  C a r e e r  D e v e l o p m e n t 

C a re e r  G ro w t h

Wr i t i n g  a n d  E d i t i n g 
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C e r t i f i c a t e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  s e v e r a l  f o c u s  a r e a s :

0 1  B u s i n e s s 

B u s i n e s s  Fu n d a m e n t a l s

N o n p ro f i t  M a n a g e m e n t

N o n p ro f i t  Fu n d ra i s i n g

F i n a n c e  E s s e n t i a l s

C l i e n t  R e l a t i o n s

N e g o t i a t i o n

E n t re p re n e u r s h i p

0 2   P r o j e c t  M a n a g e m e n t 

P ro j e c t  M a n a g e m e n t

A g i l e  P ro j e c t  M a n a g e m e n t

C o m p l e t e  P ro j e c t 

M a n a g e m e n t  C o l l e c t i o n

D e s i g n O p s

Le a d e r s h i p,  M a n a g e m e n t , 

a n d  D e s i g n O p s

D e s i g n O p s  M a s t e r 

C e r t i f i c a t e

0 3  O p e r a t i o n s  M a n a g e m e n t 

D e s i g n O p s

Le a d e r s h i p,  M a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  D e s i g n O p s

D e s i g n O p s  M a s t e r  C e r t i f i c a t e

0 4  Te c h n o l o g y

D i g i t a l  M a r ke t i n g 

We b  D e s i g n

C o m p l e t e  D i g i t a l  M a r ke t i n g  To o l k i t

0 5  A n a l y t i c a l  T h i n k i n g  a n d 

C o m p l ex  P r o b l e m  S o l v i n g 

D a t a  A n a l y t i c s

I n t ro d u c t i o n  t o  B u s i n e s s  A n a l y t i c s

0 6  S m a l l  B u s i n e s s  M a n a g e m e n t

S m a l l  B u s i n e s s  M a n a g e m e n t

0 7  L e a d e r s h i p

Le a d e r s h i p  a n d  Te a m  M a n a g e m e n t

D e s i g n i n g  a n  I n c l u s i v e  O rg a n i z a t i o n

M a n a g i n g  C h a n g e  a n d  R e s o l v i n g  C o n f l i c t

N e g o t i a t i o n

C o m p l e t e  D e s i g n  Le a d e r

0 8  C a r e e r  D e v e l o p m e n t 

C a re e r  G ro w t h

Wr i t i n g  a n d  E d i t i n g 

0 9  C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

a n d  P r e s e n t a t i o n

C l i e n t  R e l a t i o n s

Wr i t i n g  a n d  E d i t i n g

1 0  C o l l a b o r a t i o n  a n d 

R e l a t i o n s h i p  M a n a g e m e n t

C l i e n t  R e l a t i o n s
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E x e c u t i v e  E d u c a t i o n :  Ya l e  P r o g r a m

A I G A’s  e x e c u t i v e  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m ,  C r e a t i v e  P e r s p e c t i v e s  f o r  B u s i n e s s  L e a d e r s ,  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p 

w i t h  Ya l e  U n i v e r s i t y,  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  e q u i p  c r e a t i v e  l e a d e r s  t o  m e e t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  m a n a g e m e n t 

a n d  g i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t h e  s k i l l s  a n d  p e r s p e c t i v e s  t h e y  n e e d  t o  r e a c h  t h e  n e x t  l e v e l s  i n  t h e i r  c a r e e r s . 

A c t i n g  a s  t h e  p e r f e c t  b l e n d  o f  b u s i n e s s  a n d  d e s i g n ,  t h i s  p r o g r a m  h a s  e x p a n d e d  t o  i n c l u d e  a  w i d e , 

d i v e r s e  n e t w o r k  o f  a r c h i t e c t s ,  g r a p h i c  d e s i g n e r s ,  i n d u s t r i a l  d e s i g n e r s ,  d e v e l o p e r s ,  a n d  o t h e r  c r e a t i v e 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  a l l  p u s h i n g  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e i r  l e a d e r s h i p  p o t e n t i a l  i n  o r d e r  t o  m o v e  t h e m s e l v e s 

a n d  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f o r w a r d .

T h e  Ya l e  S c h o o l  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  c u r r i c u l u m  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t w o  g o a l s :  f i r s t ,  t o  i n s t i l l  a 

g e n e r a l  c o m p e t e n c y  i n  m e e t i n g  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  m a n a g e m e n t ;  a n d  s e c o n d ,  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  c r e a t i v e 

l e a d e r s ’  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e i r  o w n  p e r s o n a l  c a r e e r  a s p i r a t i o n s .  I n s t e a d  o f  t e a c h i n g  m a n a g e m e n t 

t o p i c s  i n  s e p a r a t e ,  s i n g l e - s u b j e c t  c o u r s e s ,  Ya l e  t e a c h e s  c o r e  s u b j e c t s  i n  a n  i n t e g r a t e d  w a y,  p r o v i d i n g 

f r a m e w o r k s  a n d  c o n c e p t s  i n  a  r i c h e r,  m o r e  r e l e v a n t  c o n t e x t .

I n  t h i s  p r o g r a m ,  d e s i g n - i n d u s t r y  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  b r o a d e n  t h e i r  m a n a g e m e n t  s k i l l s  t o  c o m p l e m e n t  t h e i r 

d e e p  c r e a t i v e  a b i l i t i e s  a n d  b e c o m e  w e l l - r o u n d e d  s e n i o r  l e a d e r s .  T h e y  s t r e n g t h e n  s t r a t e g i c  t h i n k i n g 

t o  b e t t e r  t a c k l e  h i g h - i m p a c t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  d r i v e  i n n o v a t i o n  f o r  g r o w t h .  T h e y  d e v e l o p  s o f t  s k i l l s 

t o  b e t t e r  i n f l u e n c e ,  p e r s u a d e ,  a n d  n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  c o l l e a g u e s  a n d  c l i e n t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e y  l e a r n  h o w 

t o  l e a d  c h a n g e  a n d  l e a r n  t h e  b a s i c s  o f  a c c o u n t i n g  a n d  f i n a n c e  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  b e t t e r  w i t h  t h e i r 

f i n a n c i a l  t e a m .

P a r t i c i p a n t s  h a v e  c o m e  f r o m  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  h i g h l y  r e g a r d e d  f i r m s  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y,  s u c h  a s  G o o g l e , 

A d o b e ,  M i c r o s o f t ,  N i c k e l o d e o n ,  a n d  M T V.  L e a r n e r s  l e a v e  c o n n e c t e d  t o  a  c r e a t i v e  n e t w o r k  o f 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w h o  s h a r e  a  p a s s i o n  f o r  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  i n n o v a t i o n .

Program Purpose  

D e s i g n - i n d u st r y 
p rofe s s i o n a l s  b road e n 
t h e i r  m a n ag e m e nt  s k i l l s 
to  c o m p l e m e nt  t h e i r 
d e e p  c re at i ve  s k i l l s  a n d 
b e c o m e  we l l - ro u n d e d 
s e n i o r  l e ad e rs .
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C a r e e r  S u c c e s s  f o r  C r e a t i v e  I n t r o v e r t s

L a u n c h e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  2 0 2 1 ,  t h i s  n e w  c o u r s e  f r o m  A I G A  a n d  J a n i c e  C h a k a ,  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  H R 

p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  v i r t u a l  b u s i n e s s  o w n e r,  i n t r o v e r t  c o a c h ,  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p o d c a s t e r,  h e l p s  i n t r o v e r t s 

m a x i m i z e  t h e i r  s t r e n g t h s .  T h e  g o a l  o f  t h i s  c o u r s e  i s  t o  h e l p  d e s i g n e r s  d i s c o v e r  t h e  r i g h t  m i n d s e t  t o 

t h r i v e  a s  a n  i n t r o v e r t e d  c r e a t i v e ,  p e r s o n a l l y  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y. 

C h a k a  e x p l a i n s  t h a t  l i s t e n i n g  t o  o n e s e l f  t o  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  k n o w  w h a t  o n e  n e e d s  t o  s u c c e e d 

a n d  t h r i v e  i s  i m p o r t a n t .  O u r  m i n d s e t  i s  a n  i n c r e d i b l e  a s s e t  t h a t  n e e d s  t o  b e  n u r t u r e d .  T h i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y 

t r u e  f o r  c r e a t i v e s  t h a t  i d e n t i f y  a s  i n t r o v e r t e d .  T h i s  c o u r s e  p r o v i d e s  a  w a y  t o  h a r n e s s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ’s 

s k i l l s  a n d  e n e r g y  t o  s e t  g o a l s  a n d  b o u n d a r i e s ,  a n d  c r e a t e  i m p a c t  w h i l e  m a i n t a i n i n g  a  l i f e  b a l a n c e .

Initiatives 
New Learning Series
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D e s i g n  O p s  E d  S a l o n  S e r i e s

D e s i g n  O p s  E d  i s  a  v i r t u a l  m e e t i n g  s e r i e s  t h a t  f o c u s e s  o n  e m p o w e r i n g  d e s i g n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  t h e i r 

l e a d e r s  t o  d r i v e  t h e i r  t e a m s  t o w a r d s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s u c c e s s ,  c a r e e r  g r o w t h  a n d  p r a c t i c e  e x c e l l e n c e . 

T h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  h e l d  i n  t h i s  s e r i e s  h e l p  c r e a t e  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  p o p u l a r  b u t  a m b i g u o u s 

a r e a  o f  D e s i g n O p s  l e a d e r s h i p ;  l e a d i n g  p e o p l e - c e n t e r e d  a n d  d e s i g n - i n s p i r e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o w a r d s 

d e s i g n  e x c e l l e n c e ;  a n d  m a k i n g  l e a d e r s h i p  m o r e  a c c e s s i b l e  a n d  a t t a i n a b l e  t o  e v e r y  a u d i e n c e .

T h e  B o t t o m  L i n e  S a l o n  S e r i e s

T h e r e  i s  n o  o n e ,  s i n g u l a r  w a y  t o  d o  b u s i n e s s  i n  d e s i g n  a n y m o r e .  T h e  B o t t o m  L i n e :  A I G A  D e s i g n  + 

B u s i n e s s  S a l o n  S e r i e s  i s  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  i n t i m a t e  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  f o r  d e s i g n  e n t r e p r e n e u r s ,  f r e e l a n c e r s 

a n d  s t u d i o  o w n e r s .  T h i s  c a r e f u l l y  c u r a t e d  v i r t u a l  s e r i e s  f e a t u r e s  m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g s  l e d  b y  b u s i n e s s 

o w n e r s  w i t h  d i v e r s e  b u s i n e s s  m o d e l s ,  c o l l a b o r a t i o n s ,  p r o c e s s e s  a n d  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  d e s i g n .
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Professional Excellence
A I G A  5 0  B o o k s  |  5 0  C o v e r s  C o m p e t i t i o n

I n  J u n e  2 0 2 1 ,  A I G A  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  5 0  B o o k s  |  5 0  C o v e r s  o f  2 0 2 0  c o m p e t i t i o n .  W i t h  6 9 6 

b o o k  a n d  c o v e r  d e s i g n  e n t r i e s  f r o m  3 6  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  2 0 2 1  c o m p e t i t i o n  r e c o g n i z e d  a n d  s h o w c a s e d 

d e s i g n  e x c e l l e n c e  f r o m  a  y e a r  m a r k e d  b y  u n p a r a l l e l e d  c h a n g e .

S i n c e  i t s  i n c e p t i o n  i n  1 9 2 3  a s 

t h e  F i f t y  B o o k s  o f  t h e  Ye a r 

c o m p e t i t i o n ,  t h i s  a n n u a l  e v e n t 

h i g h l i g h t s  A I G A’s  c o n t i n u e d 

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  u p l i f t i n g  p o w e r f u l 

a n d  c o m p e l l i n g  d e s i g n  i n  a  f a m i l i a r 

f o r m a t  w e  k n o w  a n d  l o v e .  A s  b o o k 

j a c k e t s  b e c a m e  m o r e  p r e v a l e n t , 

t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  e v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e 

f i e l d  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  e x c e l l e n c e 

i n  c o v e r  d e s i g n ,  c h a n g i n g  t h e 

n a m e  o f  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  t o  5 0 

B o o k s  |  5 0  C o v e r s  i n  1 9 9 5 .

W i n n i n g  s e l e c t i o n s  a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  A I G A  c o l l e c t i o n 

a t  t h e   R a r e  B o o k  a n d  M a n u s c r i p t  L i b r a r y  a t  N e w 

Yo r k ’s  C o l u m b i a  U n i v e r s i t y ’s  B u t l e r  L i b r a r y.

S p e c i a l  t h a n k  y o u  t o  t h e  p a n e l  o f  e s t e e m e d  j u r o r s : 

G a i l  A n d e r s o n  ( c h a i r ) ,  J e n n i f e r  M o r l a ,  P a u l  S a h r e , 

a n d  Ke l l y  Wa l t e r s .  T h e  j u r o r s  e v a l u a t e d  e a c h 

w o r k ’s  i n t e g r a t e d  d e s i g n  a p p r o a c h ,  i n c l u d i n g 

c o n c e p t ,  i n n o v a t i o n ,  a n d  v i s u a l  e l e m e n t s  s u c h 

a s  t y p o g r a p h y,  i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  a n d /o r  i n f o r m a t i o n 

d e s i g n .  A  n o t a b l e  t r e n d  i n  t h i s  g r o u p  o f  e n t r i e s 

i n c l u d e d  h a n d w r i t i n g  a n d  h a n d  i l l u s t r a t e d  c o v e r s 

w h i c h  a r t  d i r e c t o r s  t u r n e d  t o  w h e n  p a n d e m i c 

r e s t r i c t i o n s  i m p a c t e d  b o o k  d e s i g n  w o r k f l o w s .

https://www.aiga.org/professional-development/competitions-campaigns/50-books-50-covers
https://www.aiga.org/professional-development/competitions-campaigns/50-books-50-covers
https://findingaids.library.columbia.edu/ead/nnc-rb/ldpd_15276992
https://50books50covers.secure-platform.com/a/page/judging
https://50books50covers.secure-platform.com/a/page/judging
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“ I n  a  y e a r  w h e r e  m a n y  o f  u s  f e l t  a n d  w e r e  d i s c o n n e c t e d  i n  n u m e r o u s  w a y s ,  b o o k s  p r o v i d e d  u s  t h a t 

c o n n e c t i o n  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  t o  o u r  w o r l d .  B o o k s  p l a y  a  v i t a l  r o l e  i n  o u r  l i v e s ,  a n d  w h i l e  o u r  w o r l d  a n d 

t h e  w a y s  w e  a c c e s s  a n d  i n t e r a c t  w i t h  s t o r i e s  m a y  h a v e  c h a n g e d ,  o u r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  b o o k s  h a s  n o t , ” 

s a i d  B e n n i e  F.  J o h n s o n ,  A I G A’s  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r.  T h e  5 0  B o o k s  |  5 0  C o v e r s  o f  2 0 2 0  w i n n e r s  c a n  b e 

v i e w e d  i n  t h e  A I G A  w i n n e r  g a l l e r y.

Gail  Anders on  |  J u ro r  C h a i r  

" Pe o p l e  k n ow  h ow 
h i g h  t h e  b a r  i s  i n  t h e 
c o m p et i t i o n ,  s o  t h ey 
c h o o s e  t h e i r  e nt r i e s 
c a ref u l l y.  Th i s  m a ke s 
t h e  c h e r i s h e d  5 0  a  b i t 
of  a  st re s sf u l  e d i t ,  b u t 
wow.  P r i nt  b o o ks  r u l e. "

A I G A  Aw a r d s

I n  M a y  2 0 2 1 ,  A I G A  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  t h e  A I G A  M e d a l ,  S t e v e n  H e l l e r  P r i z e  f o r  C u l t u r a l 

C o m m e n t a r y,  a n d  t h e  A I G A  C o r p o r a t e  L e a d e r s h i p  Aw a r d .  T h e  f o u r  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  t h e  A I G A  M e d a l  a n d 

t w o  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  t h e  S t e v e n  H e l l e r  P r i z e  f o r  C u l t u r a l  C o m m e n t a r y  w e r e  r e c o g n i z e d  a t  t h e  v i r t u a l 

A I G A  D e s i g n  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  S e p t e m b e r  2 1 ,  2 0 2 1 .  T h e  r e c i p i e n t  o f  t h e  A I G A  C o r p o r a t e  L e a d e r s h i p 

Aw a r d  w a s  r e c o g n i z e d  a t  t h e  v i r t u a l  A I G A  D e s i g n  +  B u s i n e s s  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  M a y  1 2 ,  2 0 2 1 .

https://50books50covers.secure-platform.com/a/gallery?roundId=159
https://www.aiga.org/membership-community/aiga-awards/2021-aiga-awards-celebration
https://www.aiga.org/design/design-conferences/aiga-design-business-conference


2 0 2 1  Ye a r  i n  R e v i e w  |    4 5    | 

S i n c e  1 9 2 0 ,  A I G A  h a s  a w a r d e d  t h e  A I G A  M e d a l ,  t h e  m o s t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  h o n o r  i n  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  t o 

d e s i g n e r s  w h o s e  i n f l u e n c e ,  c a r e e r s ,  a n d  b o d i e s  o f  w o r k  r e p r e s e n t  u n i q u e  a n d  o u t s t a n d i n g  s t o r i e s 

o f  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  c r a f t ,  c a r e e r  g r o w t h ,  a n d  t h e  t i g h t l y  w o v e n  f a b r i c  o f  d e s i g n ,  t e c h n o l o g y,  c u l t u r e , 

a n d  s o c i e t y.  E s t a b l i s h e d  i n  2 0 1 7,  t h e  S t e v e n  H e l l e r  P r i z e  f o r  C u l t u r a l  C o m m e n t a r y  c e l e b r a t e s  c r i t i c a l 

t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  d e s i g n  a n d  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  a n d  e n c o u r a g e s  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f 

d e s i g n  v o i c e s  t h r o u g h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  m e d i a .

Forest Young  |  C o - C h a i r  

" Th i s  i s  a  s l ate  of  g i a nts 
w i t h i n  o u r  p rofe s s i o n . 
To g et h e r,  t h ey  i n s p i re 
u s  to  c o n s i d e r  d e s i g n 
as  a  ve h i c l e  to  b road e n 
t h e  vo i c e s  we  a m p l i f y. . . "

T h e  s l a t e  o f  A I G A  Aw a r d 

r e c i p i e n t s  s e l e c t e d  i n  A p r i l  2 0 2 0 

a n d ,  a n n o u n c e d  i n  M a y  2 0 2 1  d u e 

t o  t h e  p a n d e m i c ,  c o n n e c t  t h e 

p a s t  a n d  p r e s e n t .  “ T h i s  i s  a  s l a t e 

o f  g i a n t s  w i t h i n  o u r  p r o f e s s i o n . 

To g e t h e r,  t h e y  i n s p i r e  u s  t o 

c o n s i d e r  d e s i g n  a s  a  v e h i c l e  t o 

b r o a d e n  t h e  v o i c e s  w e  a m p l i f y,  t o  e x p a n d  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  r e i m a g i n e  t h e  v e r y  b o u n d a r i e s 

o f  w h a t  i t  i s  w e  d o ,  a n d  a l s o  t o  r e a l i z e  w e  m u s t  b e  v i g i l a n t  i n  r e c o g n i z i n g  g r e a t  p r a c t i t i o n e r s ,  a n d  n o t 

t o  o v e r l o o k  a n y  s h i n i n g  s t a r s  i n  t h e i r  p r i m e  w h o  a r e  o v e r s h a d o w e d , ”  s a i d  Fo r e s t  Yo u n g ,  c o - c h a i r  o f 

t h i s  y e a r ’s  M e d a l i s t  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  C h i e f  C r e a t i v e  O f f i c e r,  Wo l f f  O l i n s .  “ T h i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  g r o u p  o f 

a w a r d e e s  r e p r e s e n t  d e s i g n ’s  s i n g u l a r  a b i l i t y  t o  e n c o m p a s s  m u l t i p l e  f u t u r e s  w h i l e  r e f l e c t i n g  a  t r u e r 

a n d  m o r e  i n c l u s i v e  s t o r y  o f  o u r  e x c e p t i o n a l  a n d  e x p a n s i v e  p a s t , ”  s a i d  H u g h  We b e r,  c o - c h a i r  o f  t h i s 

y e a r ’s  M e d a l i s t  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  M a n a g i n g  D i r e c t o r,  We  M u s t  B e  B o l d  a n d  T h e  G r e a t  D i s c o n t e n t .  S e e 

t h e  n e x t  p a g e  f o r  A I G A  Aw a r d s  r e c i p i e n t s .

https://www.aiga.org/membership-community/aiga-awards/aiga-medal
https://www.aiga.org/membership-community/aiga-awards/steven-heller-prize-for-cultural-commentary
https://www.aiga.org/membership-community/aiga-awards


|    4 6    |   2 0 2 1  Ye a r  i n  R e v i e w 

A I G A  M e d a l i s t  “ E x p a n d i n g  Vo i c e ”

B o s t o n  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  f o r  h i s  l o n g s t a n d i n g  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  h i s 

s t u d e n t s  a s  a n  e d u c a t o r,  m e n t o r,  a n d  p r o f o u n d  i n f l u e n c e  o n  t h e 

c o m m u n i t y  o f  L o s  A n g e l e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  b o l d ,  f u n n y,  p o l e m i c a l 

d e s i g n s  f r o m  a  l i f e t i m e  b o d y  o f  w o r k .

A I G A  M e d a l i s t  “ E x p a n d i n g  A c c e s s ”

M i l l e r  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  f o r  h e r  o u t s i z e d  i n f l u e n c e  w i t h i n  t h e 

p r o f e s s i o n  t o  e n d  t h e  m a r g i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  B I P O C  d e s i g n e r s  t h r o u g h 

h e r  c i v i l  r i g h t s  a c t i v i s m ,  i n d u s t r y  e x p o s é  w r i t i n g ,  r e s e a r c h  r i g o r, 

a n d  a r c h i v a l  v i s i o n .

A I G A  M e d a l i s t  “ E x p a n d i n g  E n v e l o p e ”

I r w i n  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  f o r  h e r  v i s i o n  a n d  e n d u r i n g  p r o v o c a t i o n  t o 

s h a p e  d e s i g n  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  p h i l o s o p h y  t h r o u g h  Tr a n s i t i o n 

D e s i g n — t h e  n e e d  f o r  s o c i e t a l  t r a n s i t i o n s  t o w a r d s  m o r e 

s u s t a i n a b l e  a n d  p l u r a l  f u t u r e s .

H o n o r a r y  A I G A  M e d a l i s t 

( p o s t h u m o u s )  “ E x p a n d i n g  R e c o g n i t i o n ”

M i l l e r  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  f o r  h i s  t e n a c i t y  a n d  i m p e c c a b l e  c r a f t  a s  a 

p i o n e e r i n g  g r a p h i c  d e s i g n e r  a n d  a r t  d i r e c t o r  f o r  g l o b a l  b r a n d s —

b a s e d  i n  C h i c a g o ,  w h o s e  w o r k  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  t i m e l e s s 

D u S a b l e  M u s e u m  m o s a i c s .

A I G A  Aw a r d s  R e c i p i e n t s

https://www.aiga.org/membership-community/aiga-awards/2021-aiga-medalist-archie-boston-jr
https://www.aiga.org/membership-community/aiga-awards/aiga-medal/2021-aiga-medalist-terry-irwin
https://www.aiga.org/membership-community/aiga-awards/aiga-medal/2021-aiga-medalist-thomas-miller
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S t e v e n  H e l l e r  P r i z e  f o r  C u l t u r a l  C o m m e n t a r y

D r u c k e r  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  f o r  h e r  p r o l i f i c  y e t  u n p r e d i c t a b l e  w o r k  a s  a 

l e a d i n g  s c h o l a r  o f  g r a p h i c  d e s i g n ,  p r i n t  c u l t u r e ,  a n d  b o o k  h i s t o r y ; 

a s  w e l l  a s  h e r  i m p a c t  t h r o u g h  g r a p h i c  d e s i g n  h i s t o r y  t e x t b o o k s , 

t o  s h a p e  s t u d e n t s  a n d  w e l c o m e  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  d e s i g n e r s .

S t e v e n  H e l l e r  P r i z e  f o r  C u l t u r a l  C o m m e n t a r y

Wa l k e r  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  f o r  h e r  w r i t i n g  o n  d e s i g n  a n d  u r b a n i s m  t o 

p r o m o t e  d e s i g n  i s s u e s  a n d  t h i n k i n g  t o  a  m a s s  r e a d e r s h i p ,  a s 

w e l l  a s  h e r  c o m m e n t a r y  o n  p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  w a l k i n g  t o 

c o n n e c t  p e o p l e  w i t h  w h e r e  t h e y  l i v e .

A I G A  C o r p o r a t e  L e a d e r s h i p  Aw a r d

Wa r b y  P a r k e r  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  f o r  c h a n g i n g  t h e  e y e w e a r  i n d u s t r y  b y 

p i o n e e r i n g  i d e a s ,  d e s i g n i n g  p r o d u c t s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  m a k i n g 

p r o p e r  v i s i o n  c a r e  m o r e  a f f o r d a b l e  a n d  a c c e s s i b l e ,  a n d  f o r 

l e a d i n g  t h e  w a y  f o r  s o c i a l l y  c o n s c i o u s  b u s i n e s s e s .

B e n n i e  F.  J o h n s o n ,  A I G A’s  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r,  s a i d ,  “ T h i s  g r o u n d b r e a k i n g  s l a t e  o f  a w a r d  w i n n e r s 

e x e m p l i f i e s  t h e  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  f u t u r e  o f  n o t  o n l y  o u r  d e s i g n  c o m m u n i t y,  b u t  a l s o  d e s i g n  a d j a c e n t 

t h o u g h t  l e a d e r s  a n d  i n n o v a t o r s ,  g i v i n g  u s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c r e a t e  n e w  c o n v e r s a t i o n s . ”

L e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  A I G A’ s  a w a r d s .

https://www.aiga.org/design/design-leadership/aiga-corporate-leadership-award/aiga-corporate-leader-warby-parker
https://www.aiga.org/membership-community/aiga-awards


|    4 8    |   2 0 2 1  Ye a r  i n  R e v i e w 

Research + Insights

A I G A  D e s i g n  P o i n t  o f  V i e w 

( P O V )  R e s e a r c h  I n i t i a t i v e 

I n  A p r i l  2 0 2 1 ,  A I G A  re l e a s e d 

t h e  exe c u t i v e  s u m m a r y  o f  t h e 

2 0 2 1  D e s i g n  P OV  re s e a rc h ,  a n 

i n - d e p t h  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  d e s i g n 

p ro fe s s i o n .  T h i s  a m b i t i o u s 

n e w  i n d u s t r y  re s e a rc h 

i n i t i a t i v e  h i g h l i g h t e d  i n d u s t r y 

d e m o g ra p h i c s ,  m a r ke t p l a c e 

i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  c a re e r  p a t h w a y s , 

t h e  e c o n o m i c  i m p a c t s  o f 

C OV I D,  d i v e r s i t y,  e q u i t y, 

a n d  i n c l u s i o n ,  a n d  d e s i g n 

i n d u s t r y  t re n d s .  T h e  f i n d i n g s 

p ro v i d e  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  n e w 

w o r k  d y n a m i c s  i m p a c t i n g  t h e 

p ro fe s s i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a n d  t re n d s  t h a t  w i l l  h e l p  d e s i g n e r s ,  a n d  t h e  p ro fe s s i o n ,  e v o l v e .

“ T h i s  m a j o r  r e s e a r c h  i n i t i a t i v e  i s  a n  i n - d e p t h  l o o k  a t  t h e  d e s i g n  i n d u s t r y  t h a t  w i l l  a l l o w  u s 

t o  g e t  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  a n d  i t s  l a r g e r  i m p a c t , ”  s a i d  A I G A  E x e c u t i v e 

D i r e c t o r,  B e n n i e  F.  J o h n s o n .  “A I G A’s  g o a l  w i t h  t h i s  n e w  r e s e a r c h  i s  t o  b u i l d  a c t i o n a b l e 

i n s i g h t s  i n t o  a  d y n a m i c  p r o f e s s i o n  t h a t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  e v o l v e  a n d  e x p a n d  i n  n e w  d i r e c t i o n s . 

T h i s  o n g o i n g  r e s e a r c h  i n i t i a t i v e  w i l l  h e l p  u s  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  t h e  i n d u s t r y  l o o k s  l i k e  t o d a y 

a n d  t o m o r r o w,  a n d  t h e  w a y s  i n  w h i c h  d e s i g n  i s  t r a n s f o r m i n g  o u r  w o r l d . ”

T h e  D e s i g n  P O V  r e s e a r c h  i n i t i a t i v e  p r o v i d e s  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t o  g r o w 

a n d  s h a r e  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  o u r  p r o f e s s i o n  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  d e s i g n e r s ,  c r e a t i v e  a g e n c i e s  a n d 

s t u d i o s ,  a n d  c o m p a n i e s  l e a d i n g  t h r o u g h  d e s i g n .  I t  c r e a t e s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  d e s i g n  a s 

a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c r a f t ,  a  s t r a t e g i c  a n d  b u s i n e s s  a d v a n t a g e ,  a n d  a s  a  c a t a l y s t  f o r  p o s i t i v e 

i m p a c t  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  t h e  w o r l d  a t - l a r g e . 
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T h e  2 0 2 1  r e s e a r c h  i n i t i a t i v e  c o v e r e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t h e m e s  a n d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e s e  t h e m e s 

i n  2 0 2 2 :

01  Market Reset 
C O V I D -1 9  c a u s e d  t h e  m a r k e t p l a c e  t o  r e s e t  a n d  t h i s  r e s e a r c h 
l o o k s  a t  h o w  t h e  d e s i g n  i n d u s t r y  i s  l e a d i n g  a n d  s h o w i n g  v a l u e .

02  Future Foward
A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  d e s i g n  i n d u s t r y,  n e w  t e c h n o l o g i e s  a r e  e m e r g i n g 
t h a t  w i l l  h a v e  a n  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n .

03  Lifelong Learning
Ad a p t a b i l i t y  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  m o r e  c r i t i c a l  a n d  i s  w h e r e  t h e 
p r o f e s s i o n  p e r c e i v e s  i t s  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o m p e t e n c y  g a p .  To  s t a y 
c u r r e n t ,  w e  f o u n d  t h a t  d e s i g n e r s  c o n t i n u e  l e a r n i n g  n e w  s k i l l s  o n -
a n d - o f f  t h e  j o b .

04  Design Pathways
F r o m  e a r l y  i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  o n g o i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  d e s i g n  c a r e e r 
p a t h w a y s  a r e  m u l t i f a c e t e d  a n d  n o n l i n e a r.  T h i s  r e s e a r c h  e x a m i n e s 
t h e  w a y s  i n  w h i c h  d e s i g n e r s  e n t e r  t h e  d e s i g n  i n d u s t r y.

05  Being a Designer
T h r e e  m a i n  l e n s e s :  a  S k i l l s e t  ( “ v i s u a l  p r o b l e m  s o l v e r,  e x p e r i e n c e 
c r e a t o r,  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t o r/s t o r y t e l l e r ” ) ;  a  M i n d s e t  ( “ t o  b e  a 
d e s i g n e r  i s  m o r e  s o  a  w a y  o f  t h i n k i n g  t h a n  d o i n g ” ) ;  a n  O u t c o m e –
o r  I m p a c t s e t  ( “ f o r c e  f o r  c h a n g e ,  p r o g r e s s ,  a n d  g o o d ” )  a r e  h o w 
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  e x p l a i n s  b e i n g  a  d e s i g n e r.

06  Design Leads
D e s i g n  l e a d s  p e o p l e  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  b u t  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e 
d e s i g n  i n d u s t r y  i s  n o t  a l w a y s  e a s y.  U s i n g  a  n e w  i n d e x ,  A I G A 
D e s i g n  Fo r w a r d T M ,  A I G A  e x a m i n e s  p r o g r e s s  o v e r  t i m e  t o  h e l p 
e m p o w e r  d e s i g n e r s  t o  b e  a  f o r c e  f o r  c h a n g e .

Dr.  Rubens Pess anha 
A I G A’s  C h i ef  of  I n s i g ht s 
&  Le a r n i n g

" W h at  we  fo u n d  i n  t h i s 
re s e a rc h  i s  n ot  o n l y  h ow 
m u c h  t h e re  i s  to  c e l e b rate 
i n  t h e  d e s i g n  c o m m u n i t y, 
b u t  a l s o  h ow  m u c h 
m o re  n e e d s  to  b e  d o n e 
to  c o nt i n u e  c re at i n g  a 
b ette r  c o m m u n i t y  fo r  a l l . 
Th e s e  f i n d i n g s  w i l l  h e l p 
u s  b ette r  u n d e rsta n d  w h o 
m a ke s  u p  t h e  p rofe s s i o n 
a n d  h ow  we  c a n  c re ate 
a  s e n s e  of  b e l o n g i n g 
a n d  i n c l u s i ve n e s s  fo r 
t h e  b road e r  d e s i g n 
c o m m u n i t y. "
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07  Creative Communities
T h e  i n d u s t r y  m u s t  i n v e s t  i n  d i v e r s i t y,  e q u i t y, 
i n c l u s i o n  a n d  a c c e s s i b i l i t y.  W h i l e  w o m e n , 
y o u n g e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  L G B T Q I A + ,  A s i a n 
A m e r i c a n s ,  a n d  p e o p l e  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s /
d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  h a v e  h i g h e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n 
t h e  c o m m u n i t y,  d i l e m m a s  i n c l u d e :  p o t e n t i a l 
p a y  g a p s ,  u n d e r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  l e a d e r s h i p 
p o s i t i o n s ,  a n d  o v e r a l l  u n d e r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f 
c e r t a i n  g r o u p s  i n  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n . 

08  Market Intelligence
E v e r y  d e s i g n e r  i s  a  p o t e n t i a l  b u s i n e s s .  B a s e d 
o n  o u r  r e s e a r c h ,  4  o u t  o f  1 0  d e s i g n e r s  h a v e 
t w o  o r  m o r e  s o u r c e s  o f  i n c o m e  a n d  c o n t i n u e 
t o  h o n e  t h e i r  e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  s p i r i t .

09  Value of Design
D e s i g n  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  o r g a n i z a t i o n s , 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  b r a n d  e q u i t y,  c r e a t i n g  a 
c u l t u r e  o f  i n n o v a t i o n ,  a n d  i m p r o v i n g  f i n a n c i a l 
p e r f o r m a n c e . 

10  Design for Positive Impact
T h e  d e s i g n  c o m m u n i t y  c o n t i n u e s  t o  i n s p i r e 
a n d  i m p r e s s  w i t h  i t s  s o c i a l  c o n s c i e n c e . 
A p p r ox i m a t e l y  1  o u t  o f  2  d e s i g n e r s  s a y  t h e y 
h a v e  v o l u n t e e r e d  t h e i r  s k i l l s  t o  h e l p  t h e i r 
c o m m u n i t i e s  d u r i n g  t h i s  t r y i n g  t i m e .

Mauro Porcini
Pe p s i C o’s  C h i ef  D e s i g n  O ff i c e r

" Th e  wo r l d  h as  c h a n g e d  as  we  k n ow  i t ,  a n d  t h i s  n ew  re s e a rc h  f ro m  A I G A 
p rov i d e s  u s ef u l  i n s i g hts  i nto  ad a pt i n g  to  a n d  u n d e rsta n d i n g  o u r  n ew  re a l i t y, 
h e l p i n g  t h e  d e s i g n  c o m m u n i t y  to  c o nt i n u e  to  d e l i ve r  m e a n i n g f u l  s o l u t i o n s  fo r 
p e o p l e.  D e s i g n  a n d  d e s i g n e rs  a re  at  t h e  n exu s  of  i n n ovat i o n  a n d  re i m ag i n i n g 
h ow  we  i nte rac t  w i t h  e ac h  ot h e r  a n d  t h e  wo r l d  a ro u n d  u s  to  d r i ve  p o s i t i ve 
c h a n g e  a n d  p ro d u c e  a  b ette r  wo r l d . "

T h e  D e s i g n  P O V  w a s  m a d e  p o s s i b l e  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  P e p s i C o .



2 0 2 1  Ye a r  i n  R e v i e w  |    5 1    | 

Partnerships

A I G A  N a t i o n a l  P a r t n e r s

A I G A' s  N a t i o n a l  P a r t n e r  P r o g r a m  i s 

t a i l o r e d  t o  m a j o r  c o m p a n i e s ,  a g e n c i e s , 

e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

t h a t  d e m o n s t r a t e  a  p u b l i c  c o m m i t m e n t 

t o  a n d  a l i g n m e n t  w i t h  A I G A’s  m i s s i o n . 

P a r t i c i p a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l 

o f  c o r p o r a t e  e n g a g e m e n t  o f f e r e d  b y  A I G A 

t o  a d v a n c e  t h e  d e s i g n  p r o f e s s i o n  a n d 

s u p p o r t  t h e  d e s i g n  c o m m u n i t y  a t - l a r g e .

A I G A  S p o n s o r s  +  P a r t n e r s

I n  2 0 2 1  w e  p a r t n e r e d  w i t h : 

• 	 3 M

• 	 A d o b e  ( T h e  S t o k e  G r o u p )

• 	 A + I

• 	 A p p l e

• 	 C o f o r m a

• 	 D a t a d o g

• 	 J o h n s o n  &  J o h n s o n

• 	 K i m l e y - H o r n

• 	 l u l u l e m o n

• 	 M i c r o s o f t

• 	 M U R A L

• 	 P a n t o n e

• 	 P o s t e r  H o u s e

• 	 S a r a n k c o

• 	 S t e r l i n g

• 	 W i x

• 	 X a n d r

T h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r t n e r s h i p  P r o g r a m  i s  a b o u t  l e a d e r s h i p ,  r e l e v a n c e ,  a n d  i m p a c t .  We ’ r e  c o n t i n u a l l y 

l o o k i n g  f o r  d e s i g n - f o r w a r d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  b e  p a r t n e r s — g r o u p s  t h a t  a r e  l e a d i n g  w i t h ,  w i t h i n ,  a n d 

t h r o u g h  d e s i g n — w h o s e  s u p p o r t  i s  c r i t i c a l  t o  b u i l d i n g  a n d  s u s t a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s ,  i n i t i a t i v e s ,  a n d 

r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  c h a m p i o n  a  m o r e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  a n d  i n c l u s i v e  p r o f e s s i o n .

We  o f f e r  a  h o s t  o f  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  b e s t  a l i g n  w i t h  p a r t n e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  n e e d s  i n c l u d i n g :

• 	 C o n t e n t :  A d v e r t o r i a l  C o n t e n t ,  F i r e s i d e  C h a t s ,  L e c t u r e s ,  P a n e l s ,  P r e - e v e n t  s e m i n a r s ,  P o d c a s t s , 

R o u n d t a b l e s ,  S p o n s o r e d  C o n t e n t ,  Te a m  Ta l k s ,  Wo r k s h o p s ,  We b i n a r s

• 	 C o n f e r e n c e  &  E v e n t  E x p o s u r e :  D i g i t a l  S w a g ,  Ke y n o t e  A d d r e s s ,  S y m p o s i u m s ,  Wo r k s h o p s , 

V i r t u a l  B o o t h s

• 	 I n i t i a t i v e s  &  A d d i t i o n a l  B r a n d  O p p o r t u n i t i e s :  C o h o r t  S p o n s o r s h i p ,  R e s e a r c h ,  U n d e r w r i t i n g , 

L o g o  &  B r a n d  E x p o s u r e ,  S p o n s o r e d  I n i t i a t i v e s
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Follow us

AIGA , the professional ass ociation for design,  advances design as a 
professional craft ,  strategic advantage, and vital  cultural  force.  From 
content that defines the global practice to events that connect and 
c atalyze,  we work to enhance the value and deepen the impact of design 
across all  dis ciplines on business,  s ociety,  and our collective future.

For more information about the Design P OV, contact 

designpov@aiga.org . 


